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All hail, ye tender feelings dear, 
The smile of love, the friendly tear, 

The sympathetic glow ; 
Long since would this world's thorny ways 
Have number'd out my wearie days, 

Had it not be^n for you I 

Burns. 
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TH£ foUowittg Sketches dre intended 
to connnoe my readers of the kAtan^ 
tages of a ^d education. In Miss 
Penton they may see the evils at- 
tendant on an uncultirated and covets 
ous mind* They who possess such a 
disposition, know neither the satisfac** 
tion in obtaining knowledge^ nor the 
happiness of sharing their pleasures 
with others. Mean and selfish, their 
ideas extend not beyond themselves; 
and their gratifications are of the 
lowest kind, that of surpassing their 
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Vi PBEFACE. 

companions in outward appearance, and 
the glittering show which riches may 
purchase. 

Miss Dobson's example affords a 
proof that, without rectitude of con- 
duct, there can be no happiness. But 
for the sincerity and advice of Caroline, 
her whole life might have exhibited 
the same character of which Miss 
Penton's was only an epitome. 

To obtain finer clothes than her 
companions. Miss Dobson disobeyed 
the command of her father, and the 
laws of her country. Her acquaint- 
ance with Caroline shows the benefit 
of true friendship, and the advantage 
of obtaining a real and judicious 
friend. 
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PREFACE. vii 

Without care and attention^ Caroline 
and Harriet would have been like their 
companions. May their history teach 
my young readers, who are so happy 
as to possess the same advantages, to 
be truly grateful for them. And as 
they have opportunity, may they not 
only imitate Caroline, who, by mild 
and gentle remonstrances, led her friend 
to see the error of her conduct, but also 
leam^ as she did, to observe and amend 
their own* 
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SKETCHES 



YOUNG PEOPLE, ^c. 



CHAPTER I. 

Birth of a suter.-^The question^ whether hojft or 
girli are to be preferred, examined and dis* 
cuutd. 

Charles and Caroline Hamilton were ,one 
fourteen and the other twelve, when they: 
met to congratulate eadi oth^ on the birth 
of a sister, who had just made her appear* 
ance in the world, 

*^ How happy I am/' rep&ed Car<^fine, the 
youngest of these children: '^ I \am to ^e^ 
nq^ jBother and 89t^* I am so glad it is % 
giiir 
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" I wish it had been a boy, do not you, 
papa?" asked Charles, 

Before I proceed in iny tale, I must ac- 
knowledge that Caroline Hamilton had a 
fault. It was a jealousy of disposition, which 
led her to imagine that her brother was a 
greater favourite with their parents than 
herself, because he was a boy; and she be- 
came uneasy if she received not the atten- 
tion from them which she thought her warm 
affection deserved. Caroline, therefore, wait- 
ed witji some anxiety for her father's reply, 
hoping to discover from it his real opinion 
respecting boys and girk. 

"That is a foolish question, my dear 
iMfyv** said Mr. Hamihoh. " Had it been a 
boy, Icoitdd not have been happier than at 
pre^nt: it de^nds on> the future oondud: 
of ttie litde 4atti6el, to add further to myi 
happiness. If she gives me as little cause 
of iuiea£»ies8 as my Caroline here,'* drawing 
her towaifds him^ ^l shall have no cause to 
i%gretkerii(5tb6iii^aboy." f \ 

"Oh, papal" replied the delightoi| 
little girl, as he affettionately kissed her^ 

Digitized by Google 



** thank you for saying tkis. I was almost 
afraid that you liked boya better than girk;'* 

"I have seen this for some time, my 
child/* said he, widi a smile; ^^ hut beware, 
lest I make an Erratum to your words, and 
say, for qfrttid read Jealous. There is a 
considerable diflfer^ice between fearfiibiess 
of not deserving love, and a jealousy of 
others who have an equal right to my afibc- 
tion. Charles, my boy,'* continued he, ''you 
shall have the pleasiure of announcing the 
arrival of the young stranger. Run to your 
grandmother, and teH them this morning's 
joyfid news." 

Charles caught up his hat, and ran off 
without his breakfast, happy to convey such 
pleasing intelligence. The afiectionate father 
then seated himsdif, and taking the hand of 
his daughter, began to kiss the blushes from 
her cheek, which his gentle rebuke had oc^ 
casioned. " I see, my dear," said he, '' (hat 
you ate not. at a loss to understand my 
meaning. A few words will suffice to shotir 
the folly of this weakness, which^ if you con- 
tinue to indulge it, will not only make your- 
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self uneasyi but every one with whom you 
are connected. Though Charies must ne- 
cessarily be more my companion out of the 
house, are you not conyinced that> when at 
home, I am equally pleased to converse with 
youf You both deserve my love; but boys 
require different treatment firom girls. Their 
education is different. They must be more 
in tibe world-— acquire a fearless habit, and 
a degree of boldness, which, though accom- 
panied with modesty in the company of men, 
should enable them to act with courage and 
prudence, in difficulties which a female is not 
likely to encounter. I therefore encourage 
in him a fistmiliarity with others, which I 
would check in you; aikl allow him to con- 
verse with my friends, that I may judge of 
his alnlities, and how he is likely to conduct 
himself in future. But I should be a very 
bad lather were I to act thus towards you. 
A modest reserve is most becoming in fe« 
males; and it would be doing you equal in- 
justice to bring you forward in all compa- 
nies, as it would be to keep your brother 
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back, while I see that he acts irith pro- 
priety." 

This speech might betray a little too much 
fi^herly partiality, and it is evident that 
Caroline thought so; for, casting her eyes 
to the ground, she said, ** You are proud of 
my brother, papa, but in me yoii see nothmg 
to valrfe." 

** Is my daughter endeavouring to gidii a 
comidiment?" returned Mr. Hamilton'; "if 
so, she does not deserve one. Besides, a 
parent never compliments his children. If 
he is pleased with them, his acHtions show it. 
And did mine ever express dissatisfaction 
with my Caroline? Not even when I re- 
prove her am I displeased; but I wish to 
raise her mind above these litfle weaknesses, 
and convince her that, though not a boy, she 
is equally beloved, and in her aftatkm can be 
as useful as the iother 8€x. Home is the 
sphere of females. And their iniie telsAtnts 
feel and confess their value, when tlie^ ad< 
knowledge then: happiest hotirs ai^ sfpelrt in 
their sbdety. Though w^ may v^tnder 
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abroad in search of pkasure or of profit^ hap- 
piness is found with the least alloy by our 
own fire-side, where the kind attentions of 
our female relatives will lessen our cares, 
and make us forget the rough asperities of 
human life." 

^^Oh, my dear father/* exclaimed Caro- 
line, enchanted with the picture he had 
drawn, ''may I hope to deserve such a cha- 
racter? I will endeavour to add to ypurs and 
my brother^s happiness. Forgive my foolish 
fears, I hope they have not made you very 
uneasy, though you say you have observed 
them some time," 

" They would have done so," he replied, 
*' had I not hoped that they proceeded less 
from jealousy than from an affectionate dis- 
position; and that, by a little expostulation, 
you would be convinced there was no cause 
for them. Every virtue is commendable, if 
kept within due bounds; but suffi?r them to 
extend beyond these, and they become faults. 
It is tight yott should love your friends; yet 
if,- from affection to them, you are jealous of 
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their loving another, it must no longer be 
said you love them, but yourseliF; for jealousy 
is the effect of self-love. Your mother has 
now another child, who will at present en- 
gross much of her attention; and her love, 
though not lessened for you, must be ex- 
tended to another object. Will you suffer 
this tormenting jealousy to interfere with 
your duties towards her, who must look to 
you for assistance in the arduous task of 
mirsing and attending to family affairs V* 

" Oh no,, my dear father," said Caroline^ 
with earnestness: " I will endeavour to les- 
sen all her cares, and shall be very happy to 
nurse. my Httle.3ister.*' She then prepared 
the breakfa$it; and before they had finished 
tj^eir meal, Charles came back, panting for . 
bi:^ath, (hq.had ru^i so fast,) his face glowing 
with health and good-humour. 

" And hpw ajpe my mother and my sister, 
by this time; 2". said he. " I am to run back 
in a few hours, and carry them further in-^ 
telligence, when my grandmother wishes to 
know if she may return with me. Ah, Caro* 
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line, I will not regret our little stranger's 
not being a boy^** continued he, as he ate 
his breakfast. ** Girls are very usefiil^ when 
they can make such good tea as this is, and 
spread the bread and butter so nicely for 
an hungry brother/* 

In the course of the day, Charles escorted 
his grandmother and two aunts to his fa* 
ther's house, who, after paying a short visit 
to the invalid, and taking a peep at the baby, 
returned to the drawing*room, to congratu- 
late the happy father. They were accom* 
panied by Caroline, on whom Mrs. Wihnot 
and her grandmother bestowed many praises, 
for the attentions she had already shown m 
the sick room. ^^I trust she will make a 
jgood nurse," said the old lady to Mr. Hamil- 
ton, **one of the chief excdleneies of our 
sex.** 

** Another character m which my Caro- 
line may shine," replied he, " and secure the 
affee^ns of her friends, without being a 
boy." 

"What, docs she wish to be a boy?" 
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asked Mrs* Wilmot. " No, surely^ my dear: 
you axe better off as you are." 

^' I ivished to be as devar and as useful 
as my brother," said Caroline, blushing. 

"And depend upon it you are sd," re- 
turned her grandmother, ^Uhough not in the 
same way. You have each a place to fill up 
in the world, and several duties to perform. 
But it would not become you to act as he 
does; nor him to take a part in domestic 
affairs, while there is a female who can per- 
form them." 

" I see it is wrong, my dear grandmother," 
said Caroline; " and while I am assured that 
you and my father and mother love me, and 
that I can be useful to them, I think I will 
no more envy my brother, whi^h I own I 
have been apt to, do." 

At the expiration of a few weeks, the 
child was taken to church, and received the 
name of Harriet. Mrs. Hamilton, thankful 
to the Almighty for her perfect recovery, 
.returned to her usual duties, and regulated 
the employment of herself and daughter, as 
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she thought would best promote the happi- 
ness of her family. 

A room vtbs fitted up as a nursery, and a 
proper servant hired to attend to the infiint; 
though Mrs. Hamilton was too good a mo- 
ther to leave it entirely to her care. 
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CHAP. IL 

Education of Charles and CaroKnc^r^Domesiic 
happiness* 

With much pleasure Caroline frequently 
obtained permission to nurse the baby; but 
the awkward attempt of Charles to follow 
her example, made the nurse tremble, and at 
length she refused to resign it to his arms, 
''You are not used to nursing, Sir/' said 
she: '' indeed, you will let it fall.*' 

''I tell you not;* replied he: ''the littfe 
creature will cling like a kitten, if you wiU 
but let me have her." 

" Shje must only lie in your arms at pre-^ 
sant,** said his grandmother, who was often 
witness to these akeroatpions: "she cannot 
a| upright y^t** 

" Oh, the little la|y tUp^! , YiOuit, ne^, 
tvfompn0}s<4d,fu^'iu^ :»(;^^ \V3ijft,li<WR 

the air and catch her again?" 
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"Oh, broflier! you make me shudder," 
said Caroline. '^What, make a ball of 
her?" 

"Never, never," returned his grandmo- 
ther, while the nurse stood aghast, lest he 
should immediately put his threat into exe- 
cution. 

" Let me never hear you talk of attempt- 
ing this," said his grandmother to him, very 
seriously: "it might kill her in an instant, 
disturb her brain, or put all her bones out 
of joint!" 

"Oh, the tender mortal! This is be- 
cause she is a female, I suppose. A boy 
would bear' it -ietter. But ladies are so 
delicate." 

" Not more so than yourself, at her age,** 
replied his grandniother. "What do you 
think would havfe become of you, had you 
been treated thus, when a baby?" 

" My brams would have been shaken out 
of Aeir pro^r -]^ace« I suppose^" relttriied 
be, anting. *' Bat thMks to your doe, my 
go6d fpnoidBsn, these vi$luabk arlicJiri Were 
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13 
preserved in good order within my pericra* 

The nurse, who had not been accustomed 
to his youthfiil mirth, was rather inclined to 
doubt if they were quite as they ought to 
be at that time; and on his quitting the 
room, again cautioned his sister not to put 
the child into his arms. ^'He is not 
steady enough, indeed, Miss," said she, ^' to 
be allowed to hold it." 

Caroline assured her he would do it no 
harm. ^^ Though he talks in this way," 
added she, ^^ were you to let him hold her, 
he would be as gentle as papa, and more 
fearful of letting her falL He only says this 
to frighten us, if he can." 

Mr. Hamilton was in an extensive and 
well-regulated business in London, n He 
thought it no derogation to his consequence 
to employ himself at }m coanUng-housld, and. 
fiequently to vifi»t ^e war^hoivies ki wU^ 
bis goods were kept. In him were h^vpiky, 
blended the manners^ of a g^iOeiiian with 
die skill and information of a tradesnuut; 
c 
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and though he might not deserve ike ap^ 
pellation of a scholar, he possessed much 
literary knowledge^ and was not miae<}iiaint- 
ed with classical works. 

It was Mr. Hamilton's wish to give his son 
a similar education, without placing him at a 
school, where he might foim acquaintances, 
which would give him a ihsUke to trade, yet 
not enable him to live without it. He wais 
well convinced, that it is not the situation a 
mtoA moves in, but the manner in which he 
perf<Mrms the duties of his station, which 
renders him respectable or otherwise. 

Charies was therefore sent to a private 
schooli m the neighbourhood of his father's 
house, kept by a gentleman well acquainted 
with the learned languages ; and he was as- 
sisted by another, who taught accounts and 
commerdal a.&irs* To these, Charles at^ 
tended tteei^ day» in a week i andiawhM^ 
at% eaMed meve Mberal pmrsuiis^ 6» Ae 

^ His^'^sporittoft led him to prefer those 
avoeatiCNMMwMch^ from his infancy, heluMlf 
seen his father follow. He knew trade was 
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to be Us future support, and endeavoured 
to obtain a perfect knowledge of it Lite- 
rary pursuils might sometimes gain his at- 
tention^ and he would regret he could not 
become belter acquainted with them; yet, 
when his &ther asked him a difficuk ques* 
tion relating to trade, he found greater plea* 
sure In replying to it. In short, he could 
better solve a problem in arithmetic than 
one of EucKd's; and though he knew 
»ough of Latin to understand an allusion 
to an ancient author, made by his more clas- 
rical companions, and could enjoy their beau- 
ties !when he read them, he did not allow 
his acquaintance with Horace and Virgil to 
draw his attention from studies more suited 
to the plan ofhis future fife. His unusual flow 
of spirils nught also contribute to lessen his 
love for these more abstruse studies. They 
chained his attention too long, and did not 
so readily gratify his mirth as the ^' Rejected 
Addresses," " Letters of the Fudge Family," 
and others in that styje, at which his mother 
and sister could laugh with him; and Charles 
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was^ always best, pleased when he could see 
otheirs entertained as well as himself. 

^' We need something light and cheerfiil, 
as a relaxation,** would his father say, ** when 
we retire from the £aLtigue of business and 
endless calculations, which, however we are 
accustomed to them, engross and weary the 
mind, when long attended to. I am, there- 
fore, better pleased my son should be amused 
with these trifles, than engaged in deeper 
studies. Though the jJeasure these afford 
to the learned professor may amply repay 
his attention, Charles must attend to other 
things: nor would he wSlingly return to mer- 
cantile affairs, were he too eager to explore 
the paths of literature. I cannot flatter my- 
self that /am a scholar; yet my books afford 
me an amusement I would not resign. In my 
counting-house they seldom enter my mind; 
but on returning to my parlour for the even* 
ing, I can almost fancy myself a learned man, 
when I see a new work spread before me, 
and my wife and daughter waiting to hear 
my opinion of it. Jieamed men may laugh 
at my presumption ; but I think I have taste 
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and judgment to admire their beauties, al- 
tiumgh my morning has been spent in calcu- 
lating the price of sugar, and other staple 
commodities/' 

Most of the periodical works, which have 
stood the test of time, were in Mr. Hamilton's 
pariour; and wh^i Charles did not bring 
home a new book from the library, these and 
poetry aiforded them amusement for the 
evening. 

Ilie education of Caroline was on the 
same plan as her hrotbet^s. She attended a 
lady, who instructed a limited number of 
young people in the lEkiglish and French 
languages, geography, and other branches 
<of useful knowledge. What are usually cstll- 
ed aeoompfishments, Mrs. Hamilton did not 
"wish her daughter to acquire. *^ Musie 
would ocdapy too mudi of your time,'* said 
she, when Caroline expressed a desire to 
learn it. The evening would be the only 
time you would have to practise ; and uidess 
you pkyed well, it would not aiford your 
lather the entertainment a book does. When 
c2 
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he is at home, we should consult his plea* 
sure^ rather than our own." Caroline gave 
up the wish^ and was content with learning 
to dance^ an amusement her mother thought 
necessary for her confined mode of life. As 
no pubUc days, or dancing-master's ball, were 
allowed at this school, the vanity and envy 
of the young competitors were not excited: 
they danced more to please themselves, than 
to obtain praise; and if their master ap- 
proved, they did not expect admiration firom 
others, for their elegant steps or graceful 
motions. 

After the birth of the baby, Caroline was 
glad she had no^ learned music; for her tune 
was fuDy occupied in niursing, preparing her 
sister's clothes, and assisting her mother in 
domestic ai&irs* Her father and brother 
were continually requiring her attaidance» 
and no time hung heavy on her hands, 

Caroline's school-hours were firom ten till 
two. Early afi;er breakfast she walked with 
the servant, who carried the baby ; and, on 
returning from school, sometimes acoompa* 
nied her mother in a few morning visits, or 
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called on her grandmother and aunts^ till, 
as her age increased, she found more to oc- 
cupy her attention at home. 

Charles's school-hours were the same as 
his sister's, except that he attended from six 
till eight o'clock, before breakfast* Nor did 
Caroline spend these hours in bed : she had 
lessons to learn, and exercises to write and 
prepare for the inspection of her governess. 
These were her earliest employments. Her 
morning walks were never omitted, when the 
weather allowed of them, as her parents 
thought exercise necessary for her health; 
and, inured to the atmosphere of London, 
she found as much pleasure in walking in the 
gardens (which even the city affords) on the 
hanks of the Thames, as children who are 
used to die country experi^ce in the open 
fields. 

Rural scenes and pleasures were unknown 
to Caroline and her brother, except that they 
had read of them in books^ They thought 
these accounts very pretty, but did not give 
them full credit; as they had heard from 
many of their father s acquauitances, that 
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the country was either dry and dusty^ or wet 
and dirty, and always very dull. Their ut- 
most wishes for a wa&, therefore, extended 
no iurther than to the Parks or Kensington 
Gardens, where, on a pubEc holiday, or when 
not closely engaged in business^ their father 
accompanied them ; and a carriage was some- 
times hired, which enabled Caroline and her 
mother to viidt the favourite villages in the 
neighbourhood of London. 

Some of Mf. Hamilton's acquaintances 
accused hun of extravagance, because he 
kept his saddle-horses; and he was often 
asked *^ what a London tradesman could do 
with them." " It is true," thought he, "few- 
know how to use th^n;" but it was his andbi- 
tion, that neither himself nor his «on, though 
bom and bred in London, should, in this 
respect^ be a cockney. His health was esta- 
blished by the air and exercise they i^rded 
him; and he judged it better to pay a groom 
tiian a physician% 

On a summer's evening, Charles constantly 
accompanied his father in his ride; but wiien 
a school-boy, hi$ morning hours were oAer* 
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wise employed. Mm. Hamilton alsd had her 
frieruh, who attempted to insinuatei that a 
carriage would have been better for the 
family, as then all might partake of the bene- 
fit of it; but their opinion had no weight with 
her. When she wished to go further than 
she could walk, a conveyance Was easOy 
obtained; and after the birtH of her little 
Harnel, she found more pleasure in nursing 
and attending upon her, than an airing every 
day would have afforded. 

Mr. Hamilton' left his counting-house at 
fouro'dodi. They dined at five; after which, 
the baby engaged their attention, tifl it was 
herhour ofgoiiigtobed* The tea was then 
brought in; and when this was removed, and 
his mother and sister had taken their work, 
Charles read aloud. The happy father re-; 
signed himself to the luxury of ease and par- 
lour comforts, which can only be enjoyed 
among affectionate relations, where each 
finds pleasure in the same employment. 
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CHAP. m. 



Ediicaiion of Harriet.'^Mrs, HamUon indisposed. 
A visit to Brighton. 

Th&xs years passed away in tibis uniform 
inaxiner. At tlie age of fifteen, Charks had 
left sclioolf and had been taken into the 
countaag-house. Carolkie was now of that 
age; and, freed from the restraints her 
own education required^ she endeavoured to 
make it useful to h^ <^ster, by teaching her 
all she knew herself, as far as the infiuit 
mind is capable of receiving it. The fitde 
girl was already acquainted with the alpha- 
bet, and had begun to handle a needle; never 
better pleased than when she could imitate 
Caroline, and receive her commendation. 

It was a comfort to Mrs. Haiidlton, as she 
found her health declining, that her eldest 
daughter was so capable and wiUing to in- 
struct the younger one. This amply recom- 
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pensed the pains she had formerly taken 
mth CaroHne^ in her early years. 
' Hitherto Harriet had been the play«thing 
of her &ther and brother^ and the darlii^ of 
her grandmother and aunts, to whom she 
paid a daily visit ; but it was now time she 
should learn subjection, and to obey those 
who were older than herself. She was no 
longer allowed to make all the noise she 
liked, when seated on her &ther's knee; nor 
to stay in the parlour longer than the allotted 
tnne. Regular hours were appokited for her 
instruction; and these, with her hours of rest, 
were nerer broken into, except on very par-^ 
ticular occasions. 

Notlung contributes more to the health 
and happiness of children, than a uniform 
distribution of their duties and pleasures. 
A constant; atttotion to thehr education, witk 
no time Ad^ed lor recreation, defeald llie 
purpose for which it is'intended: «i»teadof 
iiK»«askig tiieir knowledge, ill deadend their 
fiicnltiea mi makes them diifl of apprehend 
aion. But whhout regular and early tuition, 
the seeds^of evil willspring up; and it isequaDy 
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difficult to eradicate ill habits^ as to acquire 
good ones. Much depends on the capability 
of children; and their natural dispositiori 
shodid be attended to, in regulating their 
due proportion of instruction and amuse* 
mait. If disposed to learn, the infant mind 
should not be made weary of what ought 
to give it pleasure ; neither should children 
be so far consulted, as to allow them to leave 
their lessons, without having made some ad- 
dition to their stock of knowledge, however 
small this may be* When something is 
learned that was not known before, if only 
another letter in the alphabet, or an addi« 
tional word in spelling, they will find a plea- 
sure in having acquired it, and will not readi- 
ly give up the pursuit till this acquisition is 
made. Their abilities will strengthen with 
Jiheir attention ; and the Batie&c&on they feel* 
increase in proportion to their knowledge. 

Carofine:Spon found this to be the cAse 
with Harriet^ who was never, content unless, 
■afte^ every lesson, she could tell her mo- 
ther she had learned alittie more tl>an she 
knew the day before* As het nund ^xpand«^ 
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ed, her eagerness to improve became greater* 
The early lessons of Mrs* Barbauld and Mrs. 
Giippy were put into her hands^ before many 
children of her age were acquainted with the 
alfribabet The only alloy Caroline found to 
tUs delightful employment^ was the frequent 
indisposition of her mother, to whom her af- 
fectionate attention became daily more neces- 
sary. Mrs. Hamilton concealed her illness 
fiom her husband and son as long as she 
could, whose increasing trade and con- 
nexions required more than usual attention. 
But her state of health could not long be hid 
from the observation of such affectionate 
friends ; and Mr. Hamilton insisted on her 
having medical advice. 

On this day Harriet was four years oU; 
and, for the first time, her lessons were neg* 
lected. Caroline felt too much, amdely for 
the health of her mother, and what mi^t' be 
the opinion of Dr. F. (wh^mi her father was 
determined ^ould be colnsulted,) to think of 
any thii^. ^^se. When she met her bro- 
ther m the breah&8it-rotom, where now Mrs. 
Hamilton cpuld seldom join th^m^ and their 

.D 
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father had not yet appeared^ she remin<^ 
him, with a dejected look, of their happiness 
on that day four years before, when they 
were rejoicing at the birth of Harriet and 
the prosect of their mother's recovery. "But 
now," said she, " my fears exceed my hopes. 
Oh! Charles, what shall I do, if Dr. F. pro* 
nounces her in danger ?*' 

"And what, my dear sistar, shall we all 
do, if that should be the case?" said he, 
nearly equally affected, as he kissed a tear 
from her cheek. " But let us hope s^. I 
cannot wonder at your uneasiness: it is im- 
possible to be otherwise; yet, mention not 
your fears to my father, lest you add to his 
anxiety. Tell me how long you have thought 
my mother iU. I know she has suppressed 
her complaints, because she would not make 
us mia^i^pyJ* 

" AJbs !" replied Caroline, " I have he^n so 
engaged with poor Kttle Harriet, that I have 
not paid the attenticm I ought to my ^tear 
mother. I am afraid she has be^i kmg S, 
without my noticing it; 9^A this grieves me 
more than I cam express." 
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'^No, Caroline, I cannot think you, who 
are so attentive to the wants and wishes of aU 
f oar friends, would be less so to the comforts 
of a mother, when you are constantly with 
her. You blame yourself unjustly, my dear 
girl. Let me beg of you to restrain your 
feelings^ and appear with cheerfulness before 
my father, or he will think our dear mother 
worae than she really is.'* 

" Nay, brother," returned she, " even you, 
who are generally cheerful, cannot appear so 
at the present. But I will endeavour to be 
composed, and not make a parade of my un<- 
easbess." 

" You aie right, my dear. Remember the 
praise you obtained on this day four years: it 
was prophesied you would be a good nurse; 
and you will not now forfeit the character." 

Mr. Hamilton then entered the room. 
After having spent some hours in his count- 
ing-house, he had returned to breakfast; 
and, as was usual with him, visited his wife 
before she left her dressing«room. " Your 
number seems better this morning," said he, 
" and almost smiles at the idea of the physi- 
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cian. I believe she wishes to delay his visit; 
but I have ahready written to Dr. F* and am 
determined he shall come. Caroline, you 
will be with your mother when he arrives; 
and I will contrive to be at home, to hear hh 
opinion*" 

" Thank you, papa. Oh, may it be pro- 
pitious !" returned Caroline, as she brushed 
a tear from her eye,, and prepared to make 
the tea. The rest of the morning was spent 
by her in silent anxiety^ She as^sted her 
mother into the drawing-room^ and todk 
every trouble which domestic affairs might 
occasion, off her hands. 

Little Harriet had been sent with her 
itiaid on a visit to her grandmother and 
aunts. It being her birth-day, they had 
solicited a holiday for her ; and she had, for 
many days, been anticipating the pleasure of 
spending it with them. Their fond indul- 
gence to all her wishes would have spoiled 
her for any other society, had she been often 
their visitor, and enturely destroyed her hap- 
piness, which the plan adopted by her mother 
and sister was intended to promote. 
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At the appointed time, Dr. F. arrived; 
andy with the kind attention for which he 
is peculiarly eminent, inqtdred into Mrs, 
Hanult(m's complaints. They were found 
to proceed from a general debility, too long 
neglected. After writing a prescription, he 
recommended her trying the air of Brighton 
for a few months, as the summer was far ad- 
vancing, and the confinement of London 
rery injurious to her present state of health. 
Mrs. Hamilton did not very readily accede 
to tibis proposal, and was ^nwilling to leave 
kome; but, at the earnest entreaty of all her 
fiuniiy, who hoped it might prove beneficial, 
she consented that lodgings should be takeui 
if both her daughters might be allowed to 
accompany her. This was readily granted; 
and on the following day Mr. Hamilton went 
to Brighton ; engaged ahouse everyway suited 
for an invalid ; and, after taking an early din- 
ner there, returned to town on the same day *. 



• The road from Brighton to London is so good, and 
the travelling so expeditious, that, though above 
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His family were agreeably surprised to see 
him enter the parlour a little after tea in the 
evening, and could scarcely believe he had 
executed his commission, till he produced 
the numerous cards he had already received 
from the different tradesmen of the place, 
who, the moment a lodging-house is taken, 
annoy the company by soliciting their cus- 
tom. **This," said he, " in the language of 
Brighton, where the fishermen, its original 
inhabitants, have a dialect peculiar to them<- 
selves, is called touting; and a great influx 
of company they term a good Imiding. I 
had no difficulty in procuring you a lodging, 
except what arose from having so many to 
choose from. They are, most of them, well 
furnished; and, in the one I have taken, I 
hope you will find many of the comforts you 
leave at home." 



fifty miles distant from each other, several coaches per- 
form the journey in one day, and allow their pasaengers 
two or three hourk between the time of their coming in 
and returning. 
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" All but your society, said bb idfe, with • 
faint smile.'* 

'^ And dunk," rcipUed he, "how readily you 
may obtain that, when I can be with you, at' 
any time,, within eight hours. Dr. F. could 
not have sent you toamore^convenient plafce; 
on this account ; but you must not delay your 
journey. The people of Brighton, like their 
tide, * will wait for no man.' I could not se« 
cure the house without engaging it immedi- 
ately. It is on the Marine Parade, which 
commands a full view of the sea; a recom* 
mendation they fail not to mention in all their 
advertisements, if but one glance of that va- 
riable element can be obtained. As the wea- 
ther promises to be very warm, I thought a 
marine residence would be pleasanter ; though 
I was told St. James*s-street is styled the 
Montpeher of Brighton, whither all the in- 
valids resort during the winter." 

^'And is the sea so very tremendous, 
papa?*' asked Caroline, who had laid aside 
her work, and was attentively preparing the 
xe&esbment she knew most agreeable to him; 
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while Charles procured his easy chair and 
slippers. 

The table was soon spread^ and he would 
have forgotten his lon^; journey, in the do- 
mestic happiness he then enjoyed, had not 
the languid looks of his wife reminded him 
how soon it must be interrupted. 

" You will soon judge for yourself," said 
he, in reply to Caroline's question; and then 
endeavoured to reconcile Mrs. Hanulton to 
the approadbing separation, though he re* 
gretted it no less than herself, by repeating 
his hopes that it would be a means of re- 
storing her health. ^^ It will be of senrioe to 
me, also," continued he, "as I shall viat 
you very often. Charles must Hkewise have 
a holiday, and I shall allow him to sp^id a 
week with you.*' 

"My modier wishes you to dine with ber 
every day, during our absence," said Mrs. 
Hamikon. " She would be glad for you to 
make her house your home, if agreeable to 
yourself." 

" I am obliged to her," r^^turned be, " and 
liave already settled that matter. Charles 
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and I will take our breakfast there; but 
when the business of the day is over, though 
we shall miss you and Caroline as com- 
panionS) home will be pleasanter to us than 
any other place where you are not." 

"Will you allow my sister Mary to be 
your house-keeper^ then?" asked his atten- 
tive wife. ^' I know you will find a female 
necessary; and our servants^ though very 
trust-worthyi will want a mistress in ngr a\h 



" If it wHl make you at all more comfort* 
ablci" said Mr. Hamilton, " I shall readily 
accept her offer; but I fear she will find it 
very dull, as w^ must necessarily be much 
from home."' 

"Mary will hot miind that," said she; 
" and my mother and sister will often visit 
her." 

"Well, then, I shall be thankful for her 
company; and, by way of reeompence, will 
contrive she shall also, pay you a visit at 
Brighton." 

Thij point being settled, and Mrs- Hamil- 
ton made quite easy on their account^ an 
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eariy day was fixed on for their journey, and 
the family retired to rest. 

A few hours, the next morning, sufficed to 
settle the plan. Harrietts maid was to ac- 
company them; and another servant was 
sent down the day before, to prepare the 
house for their reception. Mrs. Hamilton's 
domestic concerns were so well regulated, 
that she had little to do to leave . them in 
order, and Miss M. Wilmot was empowered 
to act as her deputy. Harriet could think 
and talk of nothing else but their journey to 
Brighton; while Caroline, more mindfid of 
the cause which carried them, felt less plea- 
sure in the expectation, than anxiety for the 
event. 

On the appointed day, Mr. Hamilton, not 
content with sending a servant before, was 
at Brighton, to receive his wife, and see 
everything in readiness for her reception. 
A post-coach conveyed Mrs. Hamilton, her 
two. daughters, and the maid. Charles and 
his aimt saw them depart with mingled hope 
and sorrow. The servants expressed their 
earnest wishes for tlieir mistress's recovery. 
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and all united in sincere declarations of re- 
gard. Mrs. Hamilton could only smile. 
Her countenance bespoke her thanks, but 
she felt too much to express them. Caro- 
line suppressed her own emotion^ that she 
might not add to her mother's; and when 
they were out of London, endeavoured to 
direct her attention to whatever she thought 
amusing. 

They travelled slowly, on account o{ the 
inralid, and had time to observe all they 
aaew. The fields were fidl of hay-makers, 
and to th^r view every thing appeared 
fidi of life and activity* Nothing escapedi 
CaroUne's observation. The manners of 
Ae country people, their language, and the 
tone of their voice, were all new to her, and 
rery Afferent from what is heard in Lon- 
don; where those whahave nothihg else to 
do b<it attend to aM they see and hear, ai 
they pass through the streets, are struck 
with the similarity of voice and manners, 
which each distinct set pf people, from the 
meduHEUG to the fashionable lounger, appear 
to have among themselves, and to bold ftS 
their peculiar distinction. 
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In like mannery the country peojde^ in dif^ 
ferent counties, have their distinct languages 
and peculiarities. Those in Sussex, talk of 
" de cows in de fil," instead of " the cows in 
the field/' If one of a party is relating any 
eventful story, they show their attention by 
exclaiming, " Oh, sure! he did, did he;*' or, 
** to be sure!" And when they fully under- 
stand the meaning of what is said: '^Oh, 
ah! I believe ye." 

They say ^0^ for yes; and Aoy, when they 
do not understand what is said to them. 
This is the dialect of the ploughmen and 
labourers; but among those who fancy them* 
'selves a little higher in the rank of society, 
every thing is *' tmcomnum^ with the word 
/* sureh/' tacked to the end of it. Let dian 
speak of what they will; the weather, the 
harvest, a prospect* or their dress, the same 
expressi(»is are used, only varying the ad- 
jectives to sui(; their subject *• " I ftncy 'Hs 



* The author once heard an igtiorant person declare, 
otUie bonnet she ware^ it was ^ uncbinmoxi ttmmonj to 
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good;" or, ^''^i* pretty," are their notes of 
approbation. Nothing of this was lost to our 
travellers, who derived amusement and mat- 
ter for reflection from all they met. Yet, 
notwithstanding their rusticity, they thought 
they could perceive among the country peo- 
ple a good will towards each other, that be- 
spoke the friendliness of their disposition* 

'^And as for me," said Caroline, *^if 
I were alone, and had lost my way, I 
should not be afraid to put myself under 
thdr guidance ; their countenances bespeak 
kindness and protection." So easily is ihe 
youthful, unsuspicious mind led to declare 
itself in favour of that which it has not 
tried. Nor till there appeared a greater 
necessity for caution than at present, Mrs. 
Harrison did not wish to divest her of 
this pleasing trait of an ingenuous mind. 
''Alas!" thought her mother, ^^ she will 
too soon learn from the experience of others, 
if. not from her own, that appearances are 
not always to be trusted." 

It wad nearly five o'clock when they 

E 
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reached their new abode. Mn Hamilton 
was at the door to receive thenii and sup- 
ported the trembling steps of his wife to 
the drawing-room, where every thing be- 
spoke his attentive care; while Caroline, 
who till now had never been so far from 
home, began to feel a secret fear, lest the 
variety' she had already viewed, and the 
many objects still appearing, should distract 
•her thoughts, and draw her. attention from 
the arduous duty she had undertaken, in 
promising to be her mother's principal nurse 
and attendant; yet, oh seeing the Und con- 
cern 'of her father, and the varyiiig looks 
of her. who was the chief object of it> she 
rejected the idea. ^^ It is impossible,*' thx^nght 
she, ^' though all abroad is new to me, that I 
can ever lose sight of what is the'first wi^ 
of iny heart-r-my mother's recovery. . Whene- 
^eversheis, .there. is my station;, and I;can 
Jiever forget what is incumbent on- me i.to 
perform, in order to promote so desirable ah 
end." 

After the invalid had recovered from .the 
agitation of ner arrival, a comfortable repast 
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was placed before them; and, ^willing to re* 
move the anxiety of her companions, she 
declared herself less fatigued than she ex« 
pected, and already refreshed by the r6-. 
viving breezes which the open window ad- 
mitted. The eyes of her affectionate 
daughter evinced <Jie pleasure she felt* 
from this declaration;, arid as she looked 
from the wide-spreading ocean to/^her mo*-* 
ther, she felt a contending emotion'of' plea*: 
sure ahd pain, ifrhich' she could ill "define. 
Harriet was sufficitotjy d©%hteid. Qn.findii^ . 
her father at theiend 6f theSr journey? and,- 
whether at home ot abroad, felt periBect-hap* 
piness when with himi , . , . 

After dinner, Caroline accompanied her 
father' to view the sleepingiapactmente, and 
was pleased to find her mother's 'room: largos 
and'afay, with two beds, in it, one of rwFhich 
she was determined to occupy when her. 
father- was not there. After expressing her 
satisfaiction at finding every thing sd bom^ 
fortable, she begged to be left alone a little 
while, that she might unpack her moiher*s ' 
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clothesi and arrange them properly for the 
night. 

'' But don't you wish to take a nearer view 
of the sea?*' said he. 

*' Not till I have attended to the accom- 
modation of my mother, my dear father/' 
she replied : " let me first see things 
in proper order for her, and then I shall 
enjoy a walk, if we can leave her com- 
fortably." 

Her father was highly pleased with this 
attention, as he thought few young people, 
new to the delights of variety as Caroline 
was, would have delayed the gratification 
of their curiosity, to perform these little ser- 
vices, which might have been deferred to a 
later hour, or left to a servant; and she 
was more than repaid for so small a sacri- 
fice, by the thanks of her mother, and her 
father's praise* 

On returning to the drawing-room, she 
found the former reclined on the sofa, which 
had been drawn towards the open window, 
enjoymg the view of the sea; and| to use her 
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own expression,. ^' inhaling health ^nd ^^otiir. 
from every breeze." 

The tea was then ordered; and Mrs. 
Hamilton insisted on being left, while Caror4 
line and her father took a walk by the sea- 
side-,, though she regretted not being. welt 
enough to accoinpany them, and to witn^s 
the pleasure so gf and an object would afford 
her daughter. It was but a momentary mur** 
mur; and she. dwdt on the satisfaction it 
would afford her, on th^. return^: to heaf 
her remarks on so new a scene. They there- 
fore consented to leave her, for a short 
time, to her own contemplations ; as Hiarriet 
was too tired to be her companion, .and had 
desired to be sent to bedj her fatigue having 
overcome even the pleasures of novelty. 

It is. impossible to describe the ple^ure 
tod surprise of Caroline, on first beholding 
the extended ocean. The evening was beau« 
tifullymild and serene; the sky with<)ut a 
ddud; and, for. sonie -time, she sk}od lost to 
every other object, leaning on her father's 
arm; who silently enjoyed her . admiraticm. 
£ 2 



,y Google 



42 

At length her thoughts reverted to the 4car 
object of theu- care, whom they had just 
left. "May this gentle air prove beneficial 
to my mother !" said she, 

Mr. Hamilton expressed the same earnest 
wish. " But what say you," added he, " to 
her trying the influence of the water in ano- 
ther way? Do you think she would like to 
bathfe?" 

« Did Dr. F. recommend it?»' asked Caro- 
line, half startled at the idea. 

"He said it would be of service, if she was 
not unwilling to attempt it. I think also it 
would do both you and Harriet good. To- 
morrow morning you will see a number of 
females and children dipping their heads 
beneath the wave. I would advise you to fol- 
low their example while you are here."* 

"I fear I shall want courage/* replied 
Caroline. 

" Not when you see so many going fear- 
lessly in, and the bright waves, glittering 
tad shining in the morning sun, dancing to 
recdve you. Will you want courage then ?** 

" I must take time to consider of this," 
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said she : " Let me at present admire its 
-mde expanse, and not confine myself to the 
little waves which roll towards my feet. 
They remind me of a small extract from 
Mason's English Garden: 

< The wind was hushed. 
And to the beach each slowlj lifted wave. 
Creeping with silver curl, just kiss*d the shore 
And slept in silence.*" 

** Or rather,*' said her father, " of one of 
Gray's letters, which we so much admired 
when we read them; though, I believe, that 
related to the sun's rising, and now it is 
setting: ' too glorious,' as he expresses it, 
' to be distinctly seen.' I do not remember 
all he says on the subject, except, ' it was 
odd it made no more figure on paper: yet he 
should r^nember it as long as the sun, or at 
least as long as he himself endured.'" 

Some young ladies, as fond of reading 
as Caroline, would have come to the sea 
fidl fraught with extracts suitable to the 
occasion; but though she had many of them 
floating in her brain, she could not suffi- 
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ciently collect her ide^s to repeat any. In 
short, she was lost to every thing but ihe 
view before her, and the mother she had left; 
tp whom, though charmed with what she satr, 
she was impatient to return, lest she should 
think their absence long. 

" Are yoii retui*ned so soon?" asked Mrs* 
Hamilton, with a cheerful air, as they re- 
entered the drawing-room : " abeady sati- 
ated with the charms of Brighton ?" 

*^ By no means, mamma; but we did riot 
like to leave you longer alone. I have as yet 
seen only the sea, which must, I think, be 
the chifef attraiction of the place. Indeed, I 
could not have imagined it half so beauti^; 
and to have it always in view, must, indeed, 
be charming?" 

" Ahd have you not visited the Steyne?" 
said het mother : " our London friends will 
think you different from every body, if you 
do not walk there on the first evening." 
' *^ It Cannot have' more attractions than the 
sea, mamma; and I would rather stay and 
look at that with you, than walk oh the 
Steyne to-night," 
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'^ But your father, who wiU probably return 
to town to-morrowy will not say so." 

" I certainly should, replied he, if I were 
to leave you so soon ; but that I mean not to 
do ; and therefore, if Caroline likes to go, I 
am ready to attend her.*' 

*' I am impatient to hear her opinion of this 
' famous place, and the strange variety usually 
exhibited there." 

" We seem to have been completely si- 
lenced by the scene we have been viewing; 
but as our descriptive faculties will not be so 
awe*stricken by the sight of fine ladies and 
gentl^nen^ however gaily dressed, we may be 
able to speak of what we have seen, when we 
return, and bring you home some amuse- 
ment." 

" And do not you want our company, dear 
mamma, that you are for sending us out 
. again?" asked Caroline. 

" Not till you can bring me some account 
of what has engaged your attention," return- 
ed Mrs. Hamilton. ^^ It is not yet our supper- 
hour; and this sweet air quite enlivens me. 
^»et me enjoy it one half hour longer?" con- 
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tinued she^ seeing Mr. Hamilton about to 
shut the window, 

"It must not be,** repKed he, with a smile. 
" I am sure Dr. F. would not allow it to be 
open longer. See, no part of the view is ex- 
cluded : the windows are down to the ground, 
and you may sit here and fancy yourself in a 
state-cabin." 

Caroline gave her mother' an affectionate 
kite : then ran to see if their little Harriet was 
asleep, and afterwards joined her father in 
the front of the house. 

They were not far from the Steyne. But 
oh, what a motley group was there! It 
was an immense crowd; The military band 
was stationed before the library. The Castle 
rooms were opened for a promenade concert^ 
from whence the piano and the :harp resound- 
ed, whenever the louder instruments ceased.. 
Musick was heard in the library ; and from 
several bands of itinerant performers, the 
soundsof fiddles, pipes and tabors, and hand- 
organs, came echoing through the different 
streets. In another place, one or two French 
women were exerting their voices to attract 
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attention. The mania of music seemed to 
have seized the whole community. 

'^This is^ indeed^ a mingled world of 
sounds/' said Mr. Hamilton: "it is music, 
but not harmony. We might be almost 
tempted to exclaim^ with the expressive 
Collins: 

^ O music, sphere-descended maid 1 
Friend of pleasure, wisdom's aid. 
Why, goddess, why to us denied, ' 

JLay'st thou thy ancient Ijre aside?' . . 

'^ The attention of the multitude ^ divided 
between so many, attractions. Let us not at- 
tend to them> but look at the i ladies, who 
walk, by dozens, up and down this red brick- 
.walk. They smile, and fancy themselves 
stiU more charming than they really are ; and 
•llie men axe not a wlut behind them in ad- 
mspation." 

There were loungers of every description; 
and those ridiculous characters (or figures it 
should rather be said) called Dandies; for 
character they have none, except it be for 
ssailes azKl lepers. > 
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With what inimitable grace did one of 
these self-admiring pretty things fancy he 
lifted up a hat, from a head of hair curled 
at all points, when he wished to attract the 
notice of a lady *' passing Jair;'' but not 
fairer than himself, whose painted red and 
white rivalled her blooming cheeks. His 
arched eyebrows, pencilled for the occasion^ 
the curled mustachios, and a speck of black 
on his chin, were intended to give him a 
manly appearance. He moved among the 
crowd as well as his tight stays, short-waisted 
coat, and stiffened collar would allow; and 
imagined all who looked upon him were ad- 
miring the perfect symmetry of his graceful 
form*. 

^' Among all these self-admiring creatures, 
none seems so well pleased with themselves 
as this delectable youth," said Caroline: 
** But what means the confusion of voices I 
hear from within the library ?" 

As they stood before the door, not at- 
tempting to make their way through the 

• Taken from life, May 1, 1819. 
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ctowd.who were entering it— " One, two, 
three, four. Will you take a number ? l^bank 
you, madam. Two, three, four; only three 
chances left. Thank you, madam. Two, 
three. Pray, madam, take a number.*' 

"What does it all mean?" continued 
Caroline, as these phrases were repeated 
again and again. 

" This is, by some, called gambling," re- 
plied her father: "it is the loo-table, of 
noted celebrity; at which, if a lady ventures 
a shilling for a card, she may gain a trinket 
worth seven or eight, or lose as many more in 
endeavouring to procure it." 

"And can people," said Caroline, " prefer 
fitting in that hot place, and listening to die 
din of such a continual noise, to walking by 
the aeanside? or even to parading up and 
down these bricks, where, atjeast, there is 
more air, if not greater variety?" 

^' But what will not the love of gain tempt 
them to do ?" replied her father. " These 
ladies all hope to get some pretty thing or 
otherj for which they give shilling after 
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shillings with all ixnaginable, avidityt^^.and 
think themselves lucky, tf in ten pr twelve 
triak they gain a bajuble, not worth half the 
Bfipney they have p^id ^r jL You[ np^i^fif t sub- 
scribe to a Ubrary while. yoi| are/here5,l3wt 
as reading .iiFill,>e:y<)iur chwf fftfltiVfe-for 
doii^ s;p, 'V!e ^aust.gp wh^rqjtli€«rii^ ifijtfee fee$t 
collection of books. You .wiU.>Xi(Hiu¥lsb/tp 
spend mupb tiib^i.flflsr^y.jfrQmfypttiJilJK^ther; 
,thei:fefQre it i^ jumiefjessavy jRwfi y-ow! t^n pi|t 
yQWKAWm^ down:a,t:QWJh fibr^jc^«iahyido, 
that ifliey .may hftjTQ^fteQlftCcejs tot afli^" : : 
. ** I^Oi JAdeed) p^^t'^^; it 1*91 gife^me ! more 
pleasure to read td lwir> than aU^t&e vai^iety 
these places affotd:; and,, if you plj8ftsie,-we 
will return to iny,i»Qthe* nowi as H fe g^tHog 
very. late." The close pf the. evening' would 
not allow them to take more >than a cursory 
view of the Pavilion, which stands on one 
side of the Steyne*. . Its minarets, pagodas, 
domea, and turreted, pillars, were iiearly 
lost in the gloom of iwijyight; but it reqmred 
^ better knowledge of architecture than 
Caroline or her father could boast, to give 
any account of it. . They even doubted 
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if the architect himself was fuUy acquainted 
with what it intended to represent. 

*^ Let it suffice us; ta kBiDW^ it is designated 
the Chinese style/' said her father, "and 
endeja¥om\ to be satisfied with what we can- 
not, cpwpreh^nd.** .'..'. 

On a nearer view, they ^aw nothing, in 
their opinion, so worthy admi^fatiom &s the 
beautiful net-work whiclk d;doms the fi'ont of 
the building. To view the inside was mcH'e 
than they could hopej aa they had no friend 
at court to ^procure tJiem' admittance. • Tfee 
general report was^ tha^ it exceeded in mag-^ 
mfidettce, eleg>ance,'^)ipeiice, and show; all 
that wad e^^r thought or^ritten, except in 
the Arabia Nights Efitertainment* And 
With -this account Mt. HainiltonV family" 
frers ^fehg^di to bfe c^^tept,^ 
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CHAP. IV. 

A Letter from Charles. — Visit from a London ac* 
quaintance* — French singing^nomen. — The sea. 

In a few days after she had been at Brighton, 
Mrs. HamQton found her health gradually 
amending; and Mr. Hamilton returned home, 
with the pleasing hope it would be of service 
to her. All their friends in town rejoiced at 
this intelfigence^ and Charles was the first to 
write his congratulations. The mother and 
daughter pursued the same regular plan they 
had adopted at home* And though Harriet 
and her maid spent much of their time on the 
sea-beach, where the former was busily em- 
ployed in picking up the pebbles, which she 
supposed would be acceptable to her London 
friends, her education was not .neglected. 
Caroline attended to her at the usual hours; 
and afterwards devoted her time to reading 
to her mother, having found the library her 
&ther had recommended, contained books 
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far superior to any usually, found IncoUec^ 
tions of this. sort. 
- Mr^. Hamilton was soon well enough to 
bMke, and to walk or sit aeVeral hours by &e 
seflrside* Harriet and. her sister aldo went 
into the water, and^ contrary to their expecta- > 
tion, found it very pleasant. 

As I imagine Charles's letters will amuse 
some of my young readers^.! shall transcribe 
a part of them; especiiilly ^as they may. serve 
to show how greatly good-humour enhances 
every earthly blessing, aiid helps to lessen the 
many uneasinesses of human life. Caroline 
had vrritten to hini a full account of all she 
had already seen and heard in this fashion- 
able place; and he returned her an answer, 
fiill of thanks for her communication. "Not 
butil hope/' added he, " to come aiid see aH 
these things for myself; as I shall. hot forget 
to remind my father of his promise, to let me 
spend some time with you, when I see 6usi^ 
ness will permit. You may rest assured I 
will not leave a comer of BHghton or its 
vicinity unexplored. I long to see whether 

¥2 
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it ii at all like Mn Wilson's description of it, 
full of bow-vindows and virandas : here a 
row of houses and there another, placed 
without any regularity, one above another, 
on the sides of their hills : small houses and 
great ones mixed together; and every win- 
dow decked out with geraniums, but scarcely 
a flower worth seeing in any of their gar- 
dens. And as for a tree, he says you may 
offer a hundred pounds for one, and not find 
it in the neighbourhood, except what is con- 
fined within the precincts of royalty. Some 
say it is London in miniature; but I fancy I 
shall find it but a very small epitome. You 
and I, who can boast of scarcely being out of 
the sound of Bow-bell in our lives, can teU 
them better; and though others may jeer at 
us for this circumstance, why should we not 
boast of it, since others are proud of what is 
much more disgraceful? 

" I know it will gratify my dear sister, and 
I do not fear of making her vain, by saying 
how much I, miss her society at home. Nay, 
I cannot tell how much ! Every time I enter 
the door, I want some one to attend to a 
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qoaint conceit, or just remark on what had 
met my ear or eye, as I returned from the 
counting-house. As to what passes there, 
you know I never utter a joke upon it; ex- 
cept when Morris happens to push his wig a 
little too far back, in endeavouring to place 
lus pen knowingly behind his ear: then I 
cannot help laughing, as he would not have 
it known that his hair does not grow on his 
head. The withered flowers which he con- 
stantly wears in his button-hole, remind me 
of himself, who, though he is above fifty, 
wishes to be thought young. However, he is 
an honest fellow, and I respect him much in 
his vocation^ Caroline; but, for a companion, 
there cannot be a duller one: though no one 
shall laugh at him but myself. He told me, 
yesterday, the reason he wore these firagile 
emblems of mortality in his bosom, was be- 
cause the late Lord Ellenborough always 
had a large bouquet before him, when he sat 
as judge. The scent of them helped, Morris 
says, to invigorate his faculties : he therefore 
concludes his own powers of reckoning will be 
increased by smelUng to a few faded flowers.^ 
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** Have we not somewhere jcead, that ;Xiiaii 
is an imitative animal? .Sufl^cient proof, I 
am sure, I give of this ; for her^ am I, endea- 
vouring to write in the styl^ of some of your 
idle authors^ who have notbbig ebe to do 
than scribble as their fancy directs, while I 
havp pounds, shillings, and pence innumer- 
able to calcidate. A solecism this, for were 
they innumerable I could not caleuhte them. 
But let it pa;s8: it is from your brother ; and 
you, who know me so well, will be convinced 
it comes from myself, when you have such 
indubitable marks of its authenticity. 

" But from what subject have I thus wan^ 
dered? I must turn to my last page to re- 
cover it. Oh ! it is the loss I f^l of your 
vfdu^ble society. Aunt M< is very kind, at- 
tentive, and all thai. We have every thing 
in due order, and With regularity; but she is 
so gr^ve, and so (what shall I say? not stupid 
for the world, but so) attentive to our eota-t 
forts, that, do you know, I was reading to 
her last night one of the most diverting, in- 
teresting things imaginable; and when I ex* 
pected her to be much amused, (for my story 
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would have made those laugh who never 
laughed before, had they attended to it,) she 
rummaged her work-basket, then jumped up 
and rang the bell. At first I thought she 
was eager to find some extract similar to 
my tale, or something which might illustrate 
ity as you, my dear girl, would have done. 
But no : it was aunt Mary ; and she inter- 
rupted me to tell the maid, who answered 
the bell, to go up stairs and look in her right- 
hand drawer, (no, her left-hand one,) for a 
wristband she wanted to put on the shirt she 
was making. Do you think I finished my 
story after this? I know you do not. And 
aynt Mary never asked how it ended ; but 
dear, good, notable creatute, set on her 
wristband, or mine, or whosesoever it was, 
without expressing the least curiosity or re- 
gret, except that her needle cut in the eye. 
Now, Caroline, I dare say you meet with the 
same difficulties: your thread breaks; and 
your needle snaps ; and you do a great deal 
of work, or I am much mistaken, for your 
fingers seem to move very quickly; yet, when 
I rctad, you attend. You laugh with me, and 

Digitized by Google 



58 

o&eik produce aotnething to sicrease ' bur 
jniifth^ But xf lit 1$^ as tbe.^t'says^ ihot- 
^it i$ brightened and made sharper by ool^ 
Ii8i0n> and, without it, gets rusty asid unfit for 
use ; so I, if I haye not t^ou to htugh vnth me, 
shall' grow as dull /and melancholy as the 
whole strk^ of simile^ used by Falstaff and 
Piipee Heni!y»:.tQ illustrate that pernicious 
quality. Well^ X'lli ^y no; more on so duU a 
sul()ect: it infects me already* {lather let 
me congratulate you on tkeaii^nded health' 
of our dear mother* This is an exhilarating - 
topic^ and 1 long lo tell her so in person. If ^ 
she gets quite weDra Brightoii,. iM I were« 
poet^ I would write' sbmethingy in its plaJCOj • 
whi^ 'Should fardxoeed'Misa Lloyd's poem^. 
or allrthe norel-wviiers.who&vbaye mide that* 
f^mioua place th^ subject of their hicuinrai- 
tions^ But I amino author:. I can, therein 
fore, oiily return ipy sincere* thanks t^ the 
^boimteous Giver of all good;' and to you, 
with my dearest mother and dear little 
Harriet, the' best affections of your loving 
brother, 

^^ Charles Hampton. 
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*^P.S* Now could I writei a .great deal 
Doojre of ;the Uttle pligrfid gipsy j«ist indA- 
tiQQed, fok* I miss her too; but time wQi Mt 
permit me to say jhbsw :ihucini«. «What 'c»n 
;tbere h^m fA»yofa feioalesiitlMut we fure so at 
a^ Jess without yoisr sobieity?: Why, I j mils 
ev;^ Ha^^h idle: maid; :\>^ - .jj.jj? 

;:. Mrs* Hamilton .was; mnoh >ei»tertaiiied>lfy 
Mst lettsh '1 *^ .Your ikrodiei i might wedl 'sky 
jfQu: icould aidt doubt iits) adeUinltibity/^ saHl 
shai'/^biit fail aunt Mai;yjis'llttlc^ aware* how 
idbe has! offisnded ! him* : In all the iettebs^ ^I 
haVo irebeivcAifroih her; she S{}ealcs Jn>tii^ 
h^h6itiiern]!s.of hisigood^humduf and att^- 
tion. Whilst hisi pdeasantry do^r not make 
him rade ijauuiAiiieiYil ia his fsieiids/ I: know 
not how to wishftdieoked> it affinrds 'ii^isb 
much entertainment.'' Perhaps Mrs. Haniil- 
toii thought and spoke, as a partial mother. 
Butsny readers miist be told, that wilhfout 
good^nature. and good uitdeviitaiiding, kvxh 
a talent is rather to be dreaded tha^ encou- 
raged. Ridicule too' oiKen incurs the qetisuie 
of the wise, dnd makes 'tfiose who piossosB it 
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an obje^ of dislike to oiQi&%, who, while 
they join m the laugh it creates, cannot help 
fearing that they may themselves be the next 
subject for such ill-judged mirth. 

A rap at the door now announced a visitor 
to the mother or daughter, and they were 
surprised to see some London acquaintance 
enter the room. It was a Mr. Mrs. and Miss 
Dobson, The former had been an eminent 
silk-mercer in the Strand, but for the last few 
years had left the cares, or rather the advan- 
tages of trade to his son; for though he 
had now no share of the business, he could 
not leave the shop, but continued to fold 
silks and roll ribbons, as usual, till he was 
told a visit to the seanside was necessary 
for his health, and the only thing to prevent 
his having a long apothecary's bill to dis« 
charge. 

He had an invincible dislike to parting 
with his money at any time, and said it was 
bad enough to pay an extravagant price for 
the good things of this life; but to pay enor- 
mously for physic, which no man would take 
for pleasure, was npore than he could* con- 
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sentunta: he therefore employed a friend 
to take a house for him at Brighton; and 
it not being a very busy time with his son, 
who probably preferred his absence to his 
assistance^ he agreed to yisit it for a few 
weeks. 

On resigning buiraness, Mr. Dobson had 
taken a house at Islington, which he con- 
sidered as an agreeable distance from town. 
From hence he could be conveyed to the 
shop, in which all his affections still centred, 
for a small price, or he could walk when he 
he chose it. He boasted that he had ac-* 
quiijed a fortune by his own exertions^ and 
was now assisting his son to do the same; 
but as he could expect neither advance of 
riches nor credit from his wife and daughter, 
they were considered rather as dead weights, 
or necessary incumbrances, than any addition 
to his happiness or convenience. 

To save the bill which he so much dreaded, 

he took them this year to Brighton ; but they 

found it impossible to reconcile him to the 

expence of the place. ** The most expensive 

e 
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extravagant totrn in aB Englatid, madam/' 
said hfe to Mrs. Hamilton; *' why we should 
be much better accommodated at Margate, 
for hkV the tnoney which we pay. here. Four 
guineas a w6ele fbif a house,- i/nih^ not one 
room in it large enough to swing a cat !■ * 

^*My diear, M/^ did' not take k'te that pui*- 
pose," said Mfs. Dobson, Snteling*: "it is 
quite ktge ^ri^Ugh foi^our family, arid plea- ■ 
santly^sitiat^d/* > •' ' - • ' ^^' • 

' *'But tlifc pri^el Mrsi Dobson; fh* pi-ice !•' 
repeated he, raismg his voiced *'this is. what 
you woden neveir ^thiiilt of 1 lAut dispend oti 
it| you will nOt>stay so long fbr i*; A fort-, 
night wfll'^dO'foif tiB he¥e, when we might 
hWe^&«iM'tti«o^hkt any other plaCei." 

<^*^But, my deary you trio w Mr. Wilson took 
the hous^ SAt A iftfonth ; arid thcf pfebple will 
not let us off: we must pay for that time, 
whether we stay or not;*' 

• ^ Better to pay f6r it than stay here, where 
ev16ry artide of provision is nearly double 
what itis> in London. Do not you find it sbi 
Mrs.Harililtdnr 
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^^ Meat aad vegetables are dearer," re- 
turned that lady ; "but bread is tJbeaper." 

" But ^*A," replied he, " what do you 
think of that? Here, in the very place where 
we might expect to have it for nothing, they 
ask more for it than they do in town. Poul- 
try, butterjj and eggs also ! Why, we need 
have a purse twice as long as my arm to staQd 
all these expences/' 

" Welt but papa," said Miss Dobson, who 
generally undertook to calm his perturbed 
spirits by flattery, "nobody can say you axe 
a bad market-man. I know you buy butter 
cheaper than any body; and by talking to 
the people as you do, you get meat a penny 
a poimd less than the usual price." 

"Ah! :and if I did wp^, talk to them, I 
.might pay a penny a pound more. These 
Brighto9h sharks don't car^ what they ask, 
when they find people will pay it." 

" How long haye you been here, madam?" 
(the usual question at all watering-place3,) 
asked Mrs. Hamilton, addressing Mrs. Dob- 
son, willing, if €he could, to change the con-, 
versation, 
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" Only a few days,** replied she ; " but 
we are delighted with the place. Are not 

" I think it very pleasant, and bathing has 
been of great service to me. If Mr. Hamilton 
were here, I do not know whether I should 
not be tempted to go a little way on the 
water." 

" Don't do it, madam; don't trust yourself 
with these blue-trowsered fellows, who know 
nothing but how to catch fish: they charge 
an immoderate price for their vessels; and 
then risk the lives of all the parties in them, 
by trying which can sail fastest. I saw a 
competition of this sort, the first morning 
after our arrival; and determined to give 
them no chance of trying, by this method, 
whether I was bom to be hanged or not; 
as they say, those who are, can never be 
drowned." 

This efibrt of his sportive fancy was ac- 
companied with a laugh from himself, which 
made the company snule. His daughter 
hailed it as the token of returning good hu- 
mour, and began conversing with CaroHne 
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on the scene which the window presented; 
and first, the company attracted her atten- 
tion. " What a variety of people we see 
•here," said she: "I think they are much 
more amusing than in the streets of London: 
it is like a camera^ where the objects are 
brought into a much narrower circle." 

'* And in general," returned Caroline, 
" they are better dressed than those we see 
in the city. Besides, the haste with which 
every body is obUged to walk there, and the 
continual crowd they are in, prevents their 
being seen to advantage. Here nobody seems 
to have any thing to do, but to walk about and 
show themselves," 

" Upon my word, Miss, you are right," ob- 
served Mr. Dobson, who seemed to think it a 
point of civility to join in conversation with 
whoever was speaking. It does appear all that 
people come to Brighton for. It is no place 
of trade: no manufactory is carried on here: 
the people of the place think of nothing but 
how to get the most money from your pocket; 
and those who visit it, are only occupied in 
G 2 
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spending it, and endeavouring to make others 
believe they possess much more than they 
really have.'* 

" But this is not your case, papa,'* replied 
Miss Dobson, who seemed determined to 
show how well she understood his reigning 
foible. ^'You wish to make people think 
you have less than you really possess. It is 
well known you have plenty of money, if you 
had but the inclination to spend it.** 

Her father smiled; and though he affected 
to deny having what may be called a fortune, 
it was evident he was not displeased at her 
assertion. 

Mrs. Dobson, whose interest it was to 
have him in good humour, was too apt to 
overlook the means by which he was kept 
so; and although, in her better judgment, 
she could not approve of such an artful me- 
thod of conciliation, she forbore to recom- 
mend a different conduct to her daughter, 
because she feared none other would suc- 
ceed. It was, therefore. Miss Dobson's 
misfortune, that she had never been told, 
flattery of this kind is no less disgraceful 
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ta the person who applies it, than to him 
ivho can be pleased with sueh an oflfering. 

'*Now you speak of the camera/' said 
Caroline, again addressing her, ** have you 
«een that at the bottom of the Steyne V* 

A frown from Miss Dobson, who directed 
her looks towards her father, as he stood 
with his back towards them, showed it was 
an embarrassing question; but as his ears 
were ever open to any thing likely to cause 
expence, he saved her the awkwardness 
of a reply which she did not wish him to 
hear. 

" See that, indeed T he exclaimed, abrupt- 
ly turning round: "no, no, yoimg lady: 
why should any one give a shilling to view 
what you may see just as well for nothing ?" 

" I have though," repUed Miss Dobson, in 
a whisper, seeing him engaged in conversa- 
tion with Mrs. Hamilton ; ** but papa is not 
to know it; for he thinks so much of every 
expence, that he would be quite angry. It is 
well worth seeing." 

The attention of this splenetic gentleman 
was next attracted by the packet, which wj^ 
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then waiting for passengers to France* 
"Ah! there's the ruin, of this country!" 
'said he, as he looked towards her : " Every 
body is running over to IVanc^, because they 
live cheaper there, forsooth ; but, in my opi- 
nion, it would be better for them to stay in 
their own country, and spend what money 
they have with us. Nothing will go down 
now but French goods, madam,*' continued 
he, raising his voice. " These things ought 
^ot to be allowed: the packets should be 
.put down. What have we to do with 
France ? or France with us ?" 

" I wonder to hear a person in trade ask 
:th'at question," said Mrs. Hamilton. "What 
supports our cotnmerce, but the interchange 
of commodities between the neighbouring 
nations?" 

This was beyond Mr. Dobson's calcula- 
tion, whose ideas of trade did not extend 
further than his own shop. However, he 
would not relinquish his argument; for to be 
ignorant, and allow pf it, he thought beneath 
a man .of his consequence. 
>. "I say, madam," continued he, "what 
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with the ribh going to France, and the poor 
to America, old England will be depopulated 
at last. Mark my words else. And pray, 
what right have we to encourage the sale of 
French silks, or French toys? Supposing 
they were better than our own, which I will 
not allow, I do not find they encourage us. 
And as for their silks, half the people who 
buy them don't know them from the Spital- 
fields manufacture; nor is there any dif- 
ference: it is a folly to think so. And as for 
their toys and gimcracks, they are only fit 
for children to play with. Pray, why is not 
the Tunbridge-ware quite as good for that 
purpose? Then those impudent women, 
who go bawling about our streets in a lan- 
guage nobody understands ! Is it not quite a 
shame that they should have so much money 
thrown out to them, while we have poor 
starving beggars of our own? I believe 
they are laughing at us all the while; and 
perhaps abusing the English in the songs 
they sing, while we stand gaping and admir- 
ing their fine voices, as if we bad no good 
fiingers in England ?" 
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" I think as you do,", replied Mrs. Hamil- 
ton, " thatit is foolish. to give them so much 
.encouragem^it; but then they are foreign- 
:ers, and it is right to be kind to strangers." 
" Not when they come voluntarfly into 
our Jdxigdom^and merely to pick our pockets; 
.for I can call it pothing better. * Charity 
biegins at home :' that is an old saying, and a 
yrke one/' continued he. 

" It is at your own option, papa, whether 
you give them imy thing or not," observed 
his daughter, who seemed to think ^herself 
better able to answj&r his objections than any 
one else ; " t/ou are, therefore, in, no danger 
of losing by them." 

" True, true," xieplied he; " for I never 
give them any thing, ap4 I forbid your doing 
it. Indeed, I don't like tp see you bestow so 
much attention on them as you do: you stood 
at the window nearly ,an hour this morning, 
listening to their squaUing. Til venture to 
:say,. if it was English you would not have 
•s^aiA h£llf so long." 

' "It was a pretty French song," said she, 
"and I understood it all. I rewarded them 
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alB4>i*' added she^ wbiis^ring to Caroliae, 
*^i>i they wotild not have sung so long ; bed 
papa must know notbing of this neil^r." • i 

•Caroline felt Teiy happy I&he had not such 
a faither;- and did not promise herself much 
pfeasure in renewing her« acquaintance with • 
this young lady^ wbo^oposed calling (in her 
for a walk the next morning, and intvodudng . 
her to one or two of ber Brighton fViends;. 
She would have made the attendance on heir 
mother an excuse; but M |ts. Hamiltotii would 
not allow h^T to do «o, luid insisted on her 
accepting Miss Dobson'8 invitation. 

Their visitors then left theni, and Mrs. 
Hamilton retired to write letters, while Caro- 
line found sujQficient amus^ement in cohtem-* 
platingi from the windows, ihe varying aspect : 
of the sea and clouds, which were contiriu««> 
ally changing their fonn and colour, scarcely i 
ever appearing the same. Sometimes a daric 
track appeared on the ocean, rendered, still; 
more conspicuous by the hght which stream*) 
ed from the distant horizon: at others, it was 
one continued sheet of brightness. £ach^ 
sparkling wave came dashing ^ver the other^ - 
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as if in sport tbey pursued each other to the 
shore. Here they seemed to meet an in- 
visible barrier, and, spent and exhausted, re- 
tired to the place they had left. To an atten- 
tive observer, the sea affords a striking proof 
of that Almighty Power who alone can still 
its turbulent motion, and say, '^Hitherto 
shalt thou go, and no further." The clouds 
are as variable as the ocean; and to CarolinCt 
who had never been out of London, nor 
viewed their fleeting changes, but through 
the smoky atmosphere of the city, they af- 
forded ample room for admiration. In many 
philosophical works she had read the causes 
to which learned men had attributed the mo- 
tion of the waves, the change of tides, and 
the ocean's swell; but when these are known 
and examined by a mind taught to acknow- 
ledge the hand of a Divine Creator, we are 
more powerfully convinced of His wisdom 
and goodness, who has destined these se- 
condary causes to promote and support the 
work he has ordained from the beginning. 
Through the lapse of succeeding ages, the 
sun has lo^t nothing of its heat and splendour; 
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the waters of the ocean still remain fixed 
withm their bounds, the winds are not ex« 
hausted, and the earth still brings forth her 
annual produce. Caroline acknowledged 
these were indubitable marks of an All- 
powerful Director^ and felt a grate&l sense 
of his goodness. 
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CHAR V. * 

if walk on the Steyne.^^The PannBanj^^Fretich 
Shopt.'-^Bemarhs on Miss Dobion^s canduc^j-^ 
Second letter from Charks. 

Thb next morning, agreeably to her promise^ 
Miss Dobson called* Some Brighton ladies, 
she said, were impatient to be introduced to 
her friend; and, with the idea of walking 
further than she had hitherto done, Caroline 
accompanied her, leaving Harriet, who pro- 
mised to be a very good girl, to repeat her 
lessons to their kind mother. 

On the Steyne they joined Miss Dobson*s 
companions, who were genteel-looking girls. 
They paid particular attention to Caroline; 
but instead of going by the sea-side, or on 
the hills, as she hoped they would, their 
walk extended no further than the Steyne, 
and from the middle of North-street to the 
top of St. James*s-street, looking in at the 
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vankms shops^ and giving th^ek- opinion ri^ • 
the people who passed. Caroliixe iMbaaired 
the didtant lidUs^ With the witidmilla On^th^m, 
which are seen above the bousf&i; oq rdie 
Steyne, and ei^r^assed a wish Ip go Mo'oli^ 
of them while it was a(. wor]& The. Judies^ 4^ 
whom their, outsides , were no aovdl^i hied 
never thought that my A^»g Within th^iii 
coidd be wdrth seeing* ^^I IsMw they^M^ 
com tb^ce/' said one» '^ between two huge 
sbotoes, which ar& moved by the v;an0s or 
&etB; but it would deafen you to b^, so near 
(he 0oise of it, besides covering your clolbeB 
with dust. Windmills are a commoq sight 
to us, th<>ttgh to you London ladies they ap- 
pear to be objects of attention.*' .r 

Caroline next admired the if^ati^h-phUroh^ 
which was seen through an opgnii^> aifd 
said, '^ihe prospect ifrom thenUse ^oitiLjit'be 
delightfid.'* 

'' It is v^ry bemliful," replied the ^{roung 
lady; ''but who can drag v^ "that hiU this 
hot weather? I always go to tbeChnpd 
Royal of a Sunday. You s^e so Aliidb com- 
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puiy there; and eyery body ia so handsome* 
ly dressed.'* 

Caroline at least gave her credit for her 
eandouTj as she had not yet been enough 
nntiated m the fashionable world to know, 
that such a motire for going to church was 
quite consonant to the modes of high life. 
Her mother's ill health had obHged hef to 
take a seat there; and Caroline had httlierto 
confined her walks to the east end of die 
towii^ it bdng nearer their resid^ice; but 
she now determined on taking her adster 
and the maid to the church-yard, the next 
morning. 

. Their conversation tkexi turned on the 
Pavilion. ''Do you not admire it!*' said 
another of the ladies: *^it is the glory of 
the place.** 

''Undoubtedly Brighton owes much of 
its celebrity to its royal owner,** answered 
Caroline; '' but I do not know whether I ad- 
mire it so much as I should a modem Eng- 
lish mansion*'* 

^ Holdt holdl say no more for the world! 
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Hei^ is the Idi^ Imi^iidf conusg onhofse- 
back. Don-tybuBeehmir 

''Yes/ said C^roUne, stniUng; ''hvt I 
apprehend, if he heard myc^iniiKai he w<}uld 
noi tfamk. it wort^ atteAdhig .to« I dbioidd 
like toiask hiih vt vAk^'oxitat of aiduteottire 
thefaaadbij; i^ if I id^ take ao gstot a 
liberty.** . ' ' ■ J •♦.;.' 

f^ I bdieve Jt koidd jpuaale him tod «n»g|r 
body else to iteU yoiii/*r returned the; hdji 
^AU I know is, that.thfe .south pagoda.com 
tains the eating-room^ and the north ece.is 
themusic-iroom: beith superb and nutgnifi- 
cent in. their. sisEe and. decorations* But as 
for the domes^ the colunub or piHars, with 
the towers on the top of theni) I can give 
yon no account :of these. That^ siunge .of 
buildings,' whose front is in Castle-'sqiiare) is 
all theoooking apabtmtotSi where ;tli;e won^ 
derlul steam-machinery,* and convcbieneesof 
every isort» for that most important of bU 
occupations, providing for the king's table, 
excite the astonishment and admiration of all 
beholders.*' 

H 2 
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AtCaioIine^sreqttes^ Aey walked round th« 
outsideoftheroyal domains. Therookexyithe 
lofty trees^ and the stablest with their elegant 
and extensive dome^ attracted her attentions 
and she entertuned a hope» that^^th her 
fadier and brother, she nnght he admitted to 
see the inride <tf <he btter noUe jbidbling. 

Caroline returned from her walk more 
ftdgued than when she had been a greater 
distsnoe; and wns highly grat^bd by hear- 
ing a good account of Harriet's beha^omr 
duxmg her absence. 

** And how did you like your companions?* 
asked Mrs. Hamilton: *^ are the Brighton 
ladies agreeable?'* 

:<<They very politely showed me every 
thing they thought worth seeing/' answered 
Caroline^ ** and directed me to the best shops 
in the place; but^uf^ I did not wish to make 
any purchase^ this was of little use. Miss 
Dobson would go into some French shops 
on the diff; and looked at so many things^ 
without biqring any, thati complaisant as the 
owners arei I fancy they will not be very 
glad to see such visitors again. I could not 
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bear to give them so much trouble without 
purchasing something; and as I doubted 
not I should find Harriet a good girl on 
my return, I have bought a doU, for which 
the French woman returned me a thousand 
thanks, and paid me many compliments ; took 
my address, and promised to send it home in 
half an hour." 

Harriet was delighted at this intelligenee^ 
and would have expressed her pleasure and 
impatience, had she not been properly taught 
not to interrupt the conversation of others; 
but she retired to the window, to watch its 
approach, and endeavoured to ealculate^ in 
her own mind, how lotig it was since her 
sister caine from the shop^* 

** The ladies told me, many went to these 
shops by way of perfecting themselves in 
the French language," continued Caroline; 
'* though I imagine the dialect of French mil* 
liners and toymen not very improving.** 

" Why, no," said Mrs. Hamilton, " I am 
inclined to think not^ In. the time of the 
French revolution, when their nobility, and 
some of the first characters in France, were 
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obliged to emigrate, and ccmmence teachers 
of that language, oranyofher avocation by 
«(liich they might obtain support, it Vas very 
dcfevent: thenr conversation affbirded amufie- 
mentand instmcdon; and the English show- 
fid ^bemselvei^ capable of aj^prQcuting tiieir 
characters, by tlie liberality with which th^ 
treated them. But, my dear Caroline, t^ 
me what you think of Afiss Dobson." 

Caroline Mushed and hesitated. ^^ I 
scarcely know wiiat to say, manuna» She is 
fclever and good-^natured ; but I cannot like 
all she does. -Should she not coi^rm to her 
fether*s opinion in conduct, as well as in 
word when she is tii&ing to himt'* 

*' Undoubtedly she should^ in the instances 
to winch you allude: although his preju- 
dices against the French people and thdr 
trade may be wrong, she should not encou- 
rage them, contrary to hi^^ incSnation and 
commands.^* 

•'Did you hear her say she gave some- 
thing to the French women who sing in the 
street, mamma?" 

" I saw her say it," returned Mrs. Hamii- 
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tdn> ^^ and was convinced they would not ding 
under their window half an hour without 
heing rewarded. It was the doing it against 
the will of her father which was wrong, not 
the act itself." 

*'This morning/* said Caroline, ''she 
showed me, as a great favour, a small house, 
where the hest smuggled silks and laces are 
to be bought; and said her mother and her* 
self had purchased a large quantity, unknown 
to Mr. Dobson, who would never discovei' it, 
as his eyes were not good, and they intended 
to wear them only by candlelight. Besides, 
she said, he will never suspect us, because we 
pretend always to be of his opinion in these 
matters* * 

^Such conduct is very disgraceful,*^ re- 
turned Mrs. Hamilton; ''and particularly 
wrong in her, whose brother sells the same 
articles of British manufacture.'* 

" Another thing, mamma, I wish to ask if 
she was equally wrong in; and that is, visit- 
ing the camera, when her father forbade her 
going t Was not he wrong to do so, when 
the expence was so very small T' 
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** We must remember, it is her conduct 
we are speaking of, and not his,'* replied her 
mother. '^ The restriction m^ht appear 
hard^ and the money as nothing; yet, as he 
had forbidden it, she would have acted more 
properly if she had not gone." 

" But then, mamma, we must aHow, Mn 
Dobson is so afraid of spending his money, 
she would see nothing if she waited for his 
consent.*' 

'* I don't know that. Some of her friends, 
observing her obedience to his commands, 
would willingly tiake her in d^ir party; and 
if his only objectipn to her going was Ae 
expence, this would be obviated. But she 
could not tell," continued Mrs. Hamilton, 
^^that theoe was not another reason for his 
refusaL ^hie might have seen semetiaing 
Tery improper^ or the company might not be 
fit for her to be in." 

*' I fimcy Mr. Dobson's dislflsLd to spendmg 
his money is too well known, to make any 
supposition of this sort necessary," said 
Caroline, smiling. *^ Besides, she very well 
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joiew ^at a camera was, and that the best 
company are seen there ei^ry day*" 

'^ This does not justify her conduct, Caro- 
line. You seem disposed to hold an argu-< 
raent, and, like the counsellcnS) think yourself 
oUiged to plead) though ma bad cause. I 
must still maintain, that, much as she might 
wish to gratify her curiosity, she would hi^ve 
acted with more propriety, had she waited 
t31 she had gained her father's consent.'* - 

*^ And had she never obtained it," said 
Caroline, no longer willing to make the worse 
appemr the better reason, ''she would^ in my 
opmion, have been happier than by gratify- 
ing it at the risk of his displeasure." 

Their conversation was now interrupted 
bfff little Hamet, who remained ^ed at the 
wjndowy and could no longer restrain heit joy 
on. seeing a boy, with a small parcel shaped 
like a doll, drawing towards the house. '' It 
ill coming, sasler, it is coming," said she, 
jumping with pleasure. ** How glad I am ! 
and what agood girl I will be!" 

** You are that already, my dear^" replied 
C^urpUnei affectionately kissing her; ''and 
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I am happy to give you pleasure^ because 
you so well deserve it." 

When the parcel was brought in and 
opened, she was stiU more delighted. ^ Ob, 
what a pretty creature !" said she. " How 
happy I shall be ! And so shall tfou, my 
pretty creature; for I will be as kind to jfcu, 
as my sister is to me.'* 

** And so you think you can do for her» 
what your sister does for you ?" asked Mrs. 
Hamilton. 

'* Ah ! no, mamma; I cannot teach her any 
tiling, because she cannot learn; and I can*, 
not make her clothes, because I cannot work 
well enough ; but I can hem and sew, if my 
sister will get it ready for me." 
. ''And I," said Caroline, '' will do all the 
rest; for I shall be as well pleased to work 
for my Harrietts doU, as for herself, while 
she is a^ood girl." 

Harriet worked very hard, and scarcely 
allowed herself time for any other amuse- 
ment till her doU was completely clothed; 
and when: all was finished, she thought it still 
more beautiful than beforci and was doubly 
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attentive* to. heir lessonsi* to^ show her gratis 
tude to tier. sister/ 

The next week their father paid them a 
visit, and was agreeably surprised to find 
Mrs. Hanulton's health aiiiended, even hiore 
than his most sanguine hopes could have 
expected. Her appetite and- strength tnnre 
returned; and^ with the hdpof his arm^ she 
could walk to some disntance without being 
fatigued* f^Thia alteration is astohi^bingF* 
said he^itith unfeigned pleasure. '^I shall 
nevier t^mik I csn4say;eiioiiigh in praise of the 
Brighton. air. • To see ^you.thus b^efited 
by it^ makes up f<fr all I hate felt in our 
absence.*' .•*..; 

. At this>numient they were joined by the 
Dobson piarty, wha were also walking on the 
cliff. Much as. 'Mr. Hamiltott might have 
wikhed tb. avoid company/ these would not 
be shakai off;, and Mr. Dobson congra«i 
tuhited him. on Mrs. Hamilton's' amended 
health. 

'^ I was just expressing my pleasure and 
astonishment /at it J' returned he. " We 
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entuxAy oug^ ta qpeak wdl o£ Bnghton: 
and you also, I think, are looking imiKih bet- 
ter than when I saw you in London," conti- 
miiedhe. 

<< Ok! Sir, I bdiore tfhece was nodung the 
matter with me; oriy my wife and dau^iter 
wanted to visit Brixton: soihey persuaded 
me^ I needed the au\ Th»r I. know,, ifiiay 
{lealthisbeMer^nqF.puraeiswoise. Nothing 
shall' induce met tar itay after next wedt, 
wh^n the time will be up for which, the house 
was taken. Four .guineas a wsek,. ffir, when 
when we fasve^ a; better house at home, and 
in a better situation; Yirn^ to be sure, who 
are sdll ccmfined to the dty, may IHce diis 
better thanyour usnai nesidnn;. I beg par- 
don,. Sir," added li^ ^* you dodbtfess know 
whst you can a£fi>rd; but in.my opinion^ if 
you We your horses here, you wiU fiiid t&e 
men attherlivery-stsiiles very hnpeeing*'* 

IMbr. Hamilton tfaankedlhim for his caution, 
and assured him he had not brought them to 
Brighton. 

KTr. Dobson then continued. '^ When I 
was in business, I could ilo many thmgs I 
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have not money for now. A setlsled income, 
Mr. Hwnkoii, is a dSSbr&at thing from 4ii6 
fluK and teBxoL of trade/' 

^ I imagine so/' said Mr. HamJlton, mho 
codid acaioely refinun fbom 4^iB^ iiun, if liia 
income was tan times laiiger than it was, lie 
didjxoteni^him, since iieiuiew not "bow to 
apendit. 

ISie line of cemmeice :Mr* fiamibian was 
in,rwas Aurmoie^xtensivecthan Mr. Ddbaouls 
had ever lieen; bat lie would not have de* 
qusedlus acquaintancjsonlhb account, liad 
not the jxride with which he«qpdke4>f Ins.ac- 
qaared jddies, and has iiorsimomoiis ^^nri^ 
rendered him disgnrting to a man of libeial 
ideas. . He wisbedto av^dd hiscompanjr; but 
Ifai3 was not so easily done; for Mrs.Dobson, 
weary of the tiresome Augalityxif her Iros^ 
band, ^continued to walk and ^talk with, Mrs. 
Hamilton: her daughter also took 4iie arm 
of Caroline; and tiiece was no-eseaping dieir 
em¥^rsation but 1^ entering the library, whi^ 
ther Mr. Hamilton thought they would not 
accomfMHiy ihem, not supposing Mr. Dobson 
had been so extravagant as to subscribe. 
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'* Six dluHiiigsa month Jbr dw liberty of 
walking in and out hetis is yerj dear^" . said 
Mr. Dobson; *' but 'my daughter mkde me 
think it necessary : ' she said, n<me of our ac- 
quaintance woidd find iis'outi' unless our 
names were In this book. But I had another 
motiT^" joontinuedihe|'hdkling.Mr«.Haniiitoii' 
by the button, '^ which I did not tell.her. In 
my son's buiahess, you know> there, are.many 
cbatom^TB .that .don*t pay* You understand' 
me* They leave l<mg bills, in rtown, and rua 
doim.here to dadai avay with' the littibjaoney: 
they have. * Now I thoiig^ by Ibokii^; ov&t 
these bodcsi I might find out a^few^of ihein^. 
and take the hberty of calling on them in my 
lion's iiame* Ydii miderstand me. Sit V\ 
. '^Exacdy: you meant to make business go 
hand in hand with pleasure/' ':'. ' 
. 'f Ay, ay, I have hunted out ime or. two, 
who make a gieat figure .here,: but are 
ashamed to show. their fac^in town; and 
cautipned the Brighton tradesvsen against 
them." 

Mr« Hanultoii turned away,, not. much in-. 
terested in this discourse, and made dome 
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Mr. Dobfion again took dw Kbecty of espoa- 
tulatkig with him on his extnvragaaoei afBim* 
mg, he mi j^t buy them bmoh dieaper at any 
dber place. 

Several subscniptioiis for charitably insti* 
tiitiona lay on the table, to aD of vUch Mr. 
Hasmlton put his name, and an appropriate 
sum; not forgetting ithe dispensary and sea^ 
badiing infirmary, to vhich he gave a hand* 
some dcmation, vith thankful gratitude far 
the benefit Mrs. Hamikon had received &om 
the sea, and the air of Bn^ten. 

*' A man tmf^ to.be made of money to 
come here," said Mr. Dobson: '^Ibrmyparti 
I never look at these tfau^s. My plan is, tkat 
every place dbould su{^ort its ovm c^aeity. 
if I subscribe to diose in London, I think I 
do Plough.*' 

** Those who have found thdr own health 
reatoredi" said Mr. Hamilton, ** or have had 
the pleasure of seeing diose they love bene* 
fited by coming here, will be desirous of as- 
sisting others, who are poorer than them«» 
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sekiDBj to obtain' 'the same. I heartily. !wisk 
success to the ' Sussex General Lifirmaxy ;* 
and wish aU that come may experience the 
hapjliness I do now* ' Then taking the ar» 
of his wife, he was about to touch his hal^ 
and say ' good morning' to his tiresome ac- 
quaintance ; but the distressed looks' of Mrs« 
and Miss Dobson checked his purpose. 
Turning to thenf, he said, '^ I do not think 
Mrs. Hamilton should be too long' out this 
morning,' as shis'ihtends honouring the pro- 
menade concert this evening with her pre- 
sence. Willi :you jiihi her party?" -Their 
eyes brightened at thc^propbsal; aind, with- 
out consulting: Mr. Dobson, {hey thankfully 
accepted his &iyitati(m.r ' l) '.'•'■'. . 
. Themextday Caroline hid an opportunity 
bf ' givinj^ .a lesson, to Miiss Dobson, without 
directly taking on herself the office of a re- 
prover. Thie latter had often observed, the 
isun and air of Brighton had greatly injured 
the bonnet and spencer of her friend ; and 
Caroline had acknowledged they were shab^ 
by. "But I have been extravagant," said 
she, "and spent my quarter's allowance; 
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therefore I must watt till the next, before I 
purchaise any thing new." 

**Then you will be in London, and not 
want it half so much as you do here/* said 
Miss Dobson; ''and your faliier is so gene- 
rousj that he would think nothing of the 
money these, trifling articles would cost.*' 

" I don't call them trifling," returned Caro- 
line : *^ though I do not fear his refusing me 
this sum, nor a much larger on^, if I required 
it. But I ought to make my allowance do : 
it is. a very handsome one; and now the ex- 
peaces of my father are so much increased 
by our being here, I would by no means ask 
him to add to it." 

''If m^ father was like yours, I would not 
hesitate a moment," replied Miss Dobson, 
** about asking him for money; but as he is 
not, my mother and I are obliged to cheat 
bim, by using some of that which he allows 
for housekeeping, on our own wants; and if 
he finds it out, which is not very often, it is 
but one good storm, and then it is over." 
Seeing Caroline about to disapprove, she 
added, '' You kno^flfte can very well afford 
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it. It is not because he wai^ moaey^ but 
he cannot bear to pari; with iL We «ce 
obliged to do so^ or we shouU get sollmig 
that we want.'* 

. *^ Have you not an aHdwance as well as 1 1^ 
asked Caroline. 

" Yes, but it is not enough (ox my expences^** 
replied Miss Dobson* *M have no notion of 
hoarding up Hioney, as my father does/* 

'^ Every one has a right to do as they will 
wid^ their own/' said CaaroKne; ''and were 
my father like yqurs^ I could not apt as you 
do. I might b^ sorry; but I would coBaply 
with his dispoEJtijdD, and act as J thought 
would please him." 

*' Why, don't you see that / do this ?*• said 
Mis Dobson, laughing. "I agree to all 
be says; and he thinks I am exactly like 
himself." 

" But when he finds (his agreement is oidy 
in woird, not in deed," said. Caroline, " d<m*% 
you think he wiU be much jburt, if not 
very angry? And .yo^, shaH ypu not be 
ashamed?" 

*'0h! no; why shglld I? There is m 
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«iuoh of it." ^ 

**But it is wrong," ssad Caroline, "to 
deceive any one, esp^iaOy a parent." 

" You don't know what you woidd do, if 
you. were in my situation/' returned her 

•* True; •/ might act with less propriety 
dian ypu^ yet this wi^iild not sanction j/our 
conduct Nothing can justify deceit; though 
adst9% cirGumstandeH} may, in somemeasure, 
ezteqnate the guik of it.*^ 

A wise speech! thought Miss Dohson; 
hilt it had no other effect than to silence her 
for the present; and as ^ she found Caroline 
would- not give up hgr ojunion, she ende&* 
voured to conciliate matters, by offering her 
the choice of any of the French silks she had 
bought, which she might pay for when she 
returned to town* 

". By no means," repUed. Caroline. " My 
&ther has as great a dislike to these articles 
as yours; and I would rather want a spencer, 
than obtain it in this way, or without his 
knowledge.? 
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« W;ell then," said JMOse Dobaon, «*if you 
teQ him my offer, and that you rdusedlt on 
this account, be ti^ b^ so pleased vnjh your 
conduct, tibbot be wiU pfesent you with em 
iiiuncidiiilely." 

<* Ifwc^d not'pciMitiise on his gen^eroaity m 
such a way,*" returned Caroline, rather jbdigf 
Dandy. " No, T 7109 i^cntet^ lo weat my 
diiftbby spencer, tiS 1 oan affiird to buy one; 
ot tiiiit kr the vdiunti^ act of my pajrents to 
give me another* . Let us thentfcnre drop Ihe 
subject I think it has aheady takoi up too 
^ittch of ounr time/* 

Tbe few days Mn Hasulton staid with his 
fiwuly piussed happSy away. MEa..HaM3toii 
would gladly have returned to tsown'vMi 
him, and thou^t her heaUh amfficientljr xe- 
ostaiblished to do so; but he insisted on her 
sta^yiog another inooJiiy to com^eis 4he one. 
*' Besides," said he, ^' you have not receiired 
all your, visitors yet. Chidkes must 4K>ttie 
dotn^ti for a Ikfiv dalys; and your aister 
Maxjf whose good offices, as hofiiaeHeftper in 
your, absence, meidl all my thaaks." She 
thanked him for his affectionate attention to 
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tioos- i^ofisented to remain^ though still nviUii^ 
to hope it was notneeeissary on her own ae- 
couiit, 

A few days after Mr. HamSkion bad left 
themi a* letter arrived from'Ckarled^'with i^ie 
l^leasing tntelBgi^M:^ that his ffisthei^ had* ^en 
hfta teate to ip^ a week with AnetA ; ^' and, 
an Lwct Bjnpon ba& it,^ isontmied he^ 

^ Tis ram^ikfy p^ coimcrl! impart 
My ali|iiMt dnudceitaeai of heartt* 

. .It" ' * ' . ' ' " 
**mi anticipate the timei 

* When firsi tliis liberated eye 
Shan riew esrthy ocean, mm, flind sky.*^ 

*'I have," added he, ** altered a few word)^ 
to make the quotation suit my puipose; hut 
should the noMe poet find it out, P hope h^ 
wiD forgive me. I reaQy am- so deH^^ted 
with the intelligence, that I fear aunt Mary 
19 alarmed foi^ my inteBeetfti Wh3e wiiting 
diiS| I am enquiring if all my clothes' are 
ready; and though she assures me» over and 
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over, * they are,* I $tS31 make the ssime in« 
quiry* Dear good creature! she has absO« 
lutely laid down her needle^ that she ihay 
look at me; and is, I reaDy helieve^ deyismg 
some composing draught to still my agita- 
tion* No, no; she was not. I have just 
heard the result pf her cogitation. Be it 
known, unto you^ that having made md 
mended all the shirts she qw find, m the 
house, * she has lately employed herself in 
working a flounce^ (I think it is caQed,) 
either for you or my mother; and was de- 
bating, in her princehf mind, whether she 
should hurry the finishing strokis, and fo:r- 
ward it by m^ or wa|t till she is heriself the 
bearer of it; having heacd, with all the equi- 
librium of her equal spirits, that she is to pay 
you a visit after my : return. 'Oh! keep it till 
you go yourself, aunt Mary/ said I. ' I may 
not take care of so valuable an article. Be- 
sides, they will be so glad to ^ee me, that tbey 
may not recdve it with the thankfulness they 
ought.* 'As much as to say,* repUed she, 
' that 3fOu will not want any thing to make 
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you welcome, but , t^iat / .^h«]i.' Was not 
this a ready reply, of myraunt Mary? And 
all from having; 9Q. much of my good' com- 
pany. - 1 assure you, she has gained a deal of 
pleasantry from my conversation. ' Conceitr 
ed boyl' I think I hear my mother exclaim. 
But let my joy be my excuse. The day after 
to-morrow, you may expect me to take a walk 
with you, before dinner, on the Steyne. To- 
morrow I must work hard in the counting- 
house, to leave all settled in my department. 
Aunt Mary will pack up my clothes ; and I 
have akeady prepared several little extracts, 
quotations, and such sort, for your attentive 
ear. These are folded together, in expecta- 
tion of our meeting. Gather up all your 
strength, as I shall expect you to walk half 
over the country with me. Prepare the 
Brighton Guide, and we will see aU that is 
worth seeing within ten miles of the place. 
Where our legs won't carry us, the donkeys 
or the ponies shall, which, you say, are in 
such abundance before your house, soliciting 
you to take a ride* They shall not solicit 
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f^ ill yam; for my' father has w^H sappBed 
my pockety and, under your auspices^ I &aU 
spend my money to hiti satisfaction; 

*^ Adieu ! till we meet Best, best love 
to all. 

« G. H.' 
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CHAP. VL 

Charleis visit to Brightfm.''^TRe curiosities of the 
place.'^IXsaster cf the D(As(ms. — The comse* 
-qmence ofhying smuggled goods. 

Turn hearts of CaroUne andl Hw:iQt beat, 
high mih expectation; and eveiy pleiaa^i^. 
e^^cept tl)at of talking of tl^ Inrpth^'a com- 
ingi was put off till his arrivalt that he ynigblt 
share i^ with Ihepn. Loqg befete thie coach 
could have entered Brightpii, I{ai:4et was 
at tine window^ still mcMPe jf»|iger for his ap*- 
proach, tbam she had been for her new doU* 
In the eagepiess of her e^e^tation she 
would have walked to meet him» and could 
ac^^mtly be persuadedit was best to ftay at 
home tiQ he arrived. When he appi^ared 
in ^e street «he was the finit to. s^ him.. 
'< liters he fm^efi^ McbimoA A^ ^' dour: 
hsgiker ChvA^sr And he&re he eouUL 
vei^ Urn. stm^ f^ yfM i^ his arms. On. 
ent^ri^ the dxavfi^'iipcw h|^ jasUnvibhea 
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her, to salute his beloved mother and Caro« 
line. For a moment his exuberant spirits 
were suppressed, . vhfle, vith grateful emo- 
tion, he congratulated the former on her 
recovered health. .. - 

As he was taking som^ refreshment, he 
said, ''I have .^.sad tale ,to tell. you;" but 
his looks were too happy for his words to 
create akrm. ^ Art' not the Dobsons gone 
to town to-day ?'* 

"Yes,** rt^Bed Catdline. *'What of 
ehemr - 

, " Oh! only they have been detained upon 
Ae road,'* said he. ^ 

"By illnei^, or any acddeht they have 
met with?*' enquired Cardine; "but I tliink 
you would ^ not kok^ mfertryj'were this the 
ease,** 

" By the^cttstom-house oflfeM,** returned 
Charles. " We met the ixftsch where we 
stopped to' chlmge horses ; And tfiere was 
sttdl ttinrak ahd cohfiision^ anft ydu can hftVe 
no idea of. The passengers were grumbling 
and quarrelfing; tibe eeachUdaA swearii^; 
the ladiesweephig;^ Mr. iDlobtfon protesting; 
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whfle ike Moan psoduoed their warratit, 
and innsted <m searching the boxies of every^ 
faaaeoiger** 'You may see afl I iiave/ 
said one; and, ' My luggage will not give 
you much trouble,* said another. Mr. Dob- 
son dedaied there weie no French goods 
saMUig )us padcages, for he detested the 
yfery sight of them; but ivfaether his wife and 
dau^iter have the same aversiony I do not 
know. They shed many tears, and appeared 
much alarmed. As our ooach was ready, we 
drove off before the search was ended, wish^ 
log them weH through the bttsiness.** 

'^.Olu potur Mrs. and Miss DobsonV' said 
Caroline. « What will they dot" 

^ Are diey guilty then?" eitdainied 
iOiarles* ^ I thought they looked rather 
consdous. If thqr have any smuggled goods 
in their bo|(es, woe betide Uiem.** 

" What will be the consequence?** asked 
Caroline. 



* The author was once witness to a similar sc^ne, on 
tlie road from Hastings, to London. 
K 2 
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** The seiiiire' of the coadi and. bones,'* 
replied; he;.' '^^ and the^ old genfleman will 
have a Ikrge penalty to pay^ besides redeem- 
ing them." 

'* Is it reaBy so t" she enqinred, .dreading 
the effect such an event woidd have 'on. Mr. 
Dobson's sordid mind. ** Poor Mary Anne I 
she win now see her error. And. what ^inll her 
father say, when he finds j how she has de- 
ceived himr ' : 

''.£^ must take the conseqUence of her 
conduct,'* said Mrs. Hamilton. '^ I wish it 
may convince her how. wrong she lias acted; 
azid t^aoh Mr.. Dobsoh not ib set so great a 
value on money." . .:,-l ff * . ; ? 

'^ Depend lipon it, my dearmdther^ it will 
make him value it a giieat deal more/*' said 
Charles. ''I have somewhere read, that 
avarice is a vice there is Httle .hope old age 
^ill mend." 

** Oh ! he will be more penurious than 
ever/' observed Caroline; "and instead of 
allowing his daughter the liberty she has en- 
joyed, he will never believe she aicts right, or 
means well, when she really docs so." 
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** They imist both receive the punishment 
they deserve/' answered Mrs. Hamilton; 
'*but let not your anxiety for them, prevent 
your enjoying your brother's company." 

'* True, my dear mother," returned Charles. 
** And now, my good Caroline, show me my 
toilette, where I may make myself fit to at* 
tend you and my mother, ih your -morning 
or noontide walk: which is it?" 

*• And may not I go too, brother?" asked 
little Harriet, who had kept close to his side 
since he came in. 

" Undoubtedly," he replied, " if mamma 
and Caroline have no objection." 

They could not refuse her pressing entrea- 
ties, though it was not her usual hour of walk- 
ing. She accompanied them as far as Mrs. 
HamHton would go, and then returned home 
with her; while Charles and Caroline ex- 
tended their walk far beyond the houses on 
the east side of the town. They kept by the 
sea-side till they w^re out of sight of any 
building, aiid could almost fancy themselves 
shipwrecked mariners, cast upon some desert 
coast; so lonely and imeultivated did the 
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extensive downs appear, while ihe vfhi^ «nA 
chajky cliffs, small in comparison of ttM)ae in 
other parts of England^ served to add ^^e 
to their vivid imaginajkidns. 

^ Nowj" said Charley, '' had I th^ power 
of Prpsperoj I would raise a t0mfi»t. I 
shoi^d like to behold the sea in a «toffiu 
Tell me: have the winds roajred, and ^ 
billows beat, since you have been heris."* 

*' Not to alarm even s)ich a fr^sh-water 
sailor as I am/' returned CaroUne. ^' I h$»e 
only seen it at high tides,, when it is very 
beautiful. The waves are larger^ 9fid flow 
more abundantly ; but the iiioise is df>»feij«^ 
to uunautical ears* I am told, whm a vio- 
lent storm arises, most of ^ vwdows IW 
broken in the hou^s near th^ sei^ Tbis was 
the case in 1816, when there was scaieely 4 
whole pane of glass left along th^ cliff.'' 

'* Well ! could I do H wilhout injury to 
my fellow-creatures,** returned Chaites, "I 
should hke to < raise the wind,* till the foam- 
ing ocean beat down all b^ore it.^ 

"Oh, brother! thmk what th^ poor 
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siflors would sufibr from it. Do you not re- 
member Thomson^s dreadftd description? 

* LashM into foaxn^ the fierce conflicting brine 
Seems o*er a thousand raging waves to bum : 
Meantime the mounting billows to the clouds 
Indnadfiil tumult 8well*d, surge above surge. 
Burst into ohaos with tremendous roar, 
And anchor*d navies from their station drive.* *' 

" I am like many other fooBsh people/* 
said Charles^ ^'wishing for what I cannot 
faave^ instead of what is before me. Why 
cannot the green and glassy sea, as it now 
appears, content me ? It is a beautiftd sight ! 
"iTou have not said too much, in any of the 
descriptions you have given of it." 

They then walked slowly home. At every 
step the prospect changed before them. The 
fleeting clouds cast their shadows over the 
romantic downs, and partially darkening the 
waters, added to their beauty. The minds 
of the beholders became in unison with the 
scene ; and, instead of laughing gaiety, a 
pleasing pensiveness stole over them. 

" The sea has a wonderful effect upon me,** 
said Chai-Ies, on returning to his mother: 
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** it makes me serious, not mdlaiicholy ; 
flectiye, not suUen* But the gwd^.of .Ihit^ 
Steyne will soon restore my usual cheerful- 
ness." 

He was not mistaken : between lihujifix and 
tea he walked these with his Aiabear^and i&und 
sufficient food for mirth, till his wild and 
quaint remarks made Caroline fear the at- 
tention of the company would be dvawn 
towards them. She need jiot haye bf^en 
thus alarmed : they were aH too earnest in 
their pursuitSi and too well satisfied with. 
&eir own appearance, to guess be was 
amused with them. Every one ll^ugh^d at 
the other; but none thought themselves the 
objects pf mirth. Thus it is with the sons 
and daughters of men: unable to see their 
own weakness, they ridicule, in others, faults 
and foHies which they cherish in themselrea. 

While Charles staid at Brighton, Caroline 
accompanied him in all his walks, *' vqp hill 
and down dak." They went to the Beacon- 
hill, the Race-course, Horse-barracks, and 
HoUingbury-hill, on which are seen the re- 
mains of a Roman encampment. They also 
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^sit^d die chalyteftte spring; and the roin^ 
Df Aldmgtonehurchj standing alone in a field 
neast Brightohi ailid which has be^n fixed on 
as the P&rfua Jdumi of the Romans, or 
Hfl^bour o^ Adumum, which might be one 
of HkeSot tending-places in Britain. The di». 
eov^ry of a Roman military way on St. 
J6hn*s Common, near this place, the eit- 
eamplnents^ anid otSier antiquities, particir*- 
kriy some coins inscribed Antoninus, appear 
to ecMfihn this opfkli^n*. 

^ the w«e$t sicb^ 1^ the town are found a 
gii&^ many barrow^ or circular ridges, ih 
#liich wem debited' the remains of the 
sodfkA Bricontf, sevei^al human bones having 
been found there. 

Ch^ day they accompanied their motiier 
and Harriet to Lewes, and were much gratis 
ted by tKe romautiic views which this ancient 
ftywn'affoirds. The hanging hills whidh part- 
ly aintound i(^ and are a contiiiuance of 
Ibe Brighton down% seem to threaten df^ 



*Thete remarks are copied &om Wright'5 Brightoa 
Ambulatoh 
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strucUon to the houses huilt beneath theiiK 
The c^de stands in the middle of the town, 
and is supposed to have been built in the 
time of Alfred. It conunands a beautiful 
and extensive view of an highly cultivated 
country; yet that they saw the next day, 
from the Devil's Dyke, (a place of fashion- 
able resort, seven ndles from Brighton,) was 
stOl more enchanting* From thence, with a 
good telescope, they could .see thirty parish 
churches, and sixteen vidth their naked, ^ye. 
The place receives its name from an ei^fsaya- 
tion in the downs, long, nairow, and of a great 
depthr; and is said to be the work of the 
abovernajDed personage, who, had he never 
exerted his powers in a more mischievous 
manner, would not have produced the evil, he 
has brought into the world. 

Charts did n^t leave Brightoi^ witt^ut 
visiting the chuireh-yardi QOted for. (he fine 
prospect it comm^^nds^ Frpm the numerous 
tomb-stones.it contains, he collected a few 
epitaphs; some remarkable for their eccen- 
tricity, others for their allusion to historical 
events: particularly that on Captain Nicholas 
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Tettersell, famous for effecting th^ escape of 
Charles the Second^ at the Revolution of 
1651^ from the coast of Brighton to the con- 
tinent. Tettersell was then master of a coal- 
brig^ and chosen by the friends of the unfor- 
tunate monarch, as a person fit for the im- 
portant enterprise. Although they had not 
informed him of his rank in life, only craving 
his assistance for a few royalists, and offering 
a large sum of money for their passage, he 
was no sooner admitted into the stranger's 
presence, than he knew him to be the king ; 
and, influenced by gratitude for a kindness 
which Charles had formerly shown him, in 
ordering his brig to be released, when, some 
years before, she was detuned by a royal 
squadron in the Downs, he immediately en- 
gaged to risk his Ufe for his security. He 
succeeded in landing him on the coast of 
France, without meeting 'any alarm or ob- 
struction during their short voyage. Afler 
the Restoration, he was not forgotten by 
his royal master. His brig, enlarged and 
ornamented, was reckoned as a fifth rate, 
h 
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and namacl the Mcffol E^^ape, td the eom- 
mand of which he was appointed; though 
she was nerer called mto service. The same 
sinecure was granted to his son after him* 
And the Royal Escape, after the king*s re* 
turn, was moored in the Thames near White* 
hall, where it received the veneration of the 
multitude; till, the monarch becoming un- 
popular, she was suffered to fall into decay, 
aad dropped down to Deptford, where she 
remained till 1791, when her mouldering re* 
Drains were broken up for fuel. 

The author of the Brighton Ambulator 
relates, as a traditional story, that befoi^ fab 
escape, the kfaig lay concealed, for a few 
days^ within a false wall ox partition, at 
Ovingdean, a small village between Brighton 
and Rottingdean. It is also, said, that while he 
was waitkig for a simimons from Tettersett 
to embark, he entered a small public-house 
in the West-street, Brighton, then called 
the George, but since known as the King's 
Head. Although in disguise, the owner of 
the house, named Smith, recognized his 
sovereign; but, faithful to his monarch, he 
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{HTOmLsed and observed the Biost lionourabl^ 
jeorecy. It does not appear this m» i^ 
oeived any reward for his fidelity after -^Jtut 
kiog's return, except that he made a tfaiia<- 
derable «iim of mooey by showing the cook*- 
ic^ ia2i|>Ienients, used in his majesty's service 
while he was in his housei and the preftentB 
he received from the nobility for his loyalty. 
The above author states, diat a few of these 
•culinary arliples are yet to be^seeon in the fnre^ 
sent house> which, though it has iindergot»e 
several akerattons, still retains the oorn^ 
where the img ^at to eat his meaL It hoi 
tdso an mrigkiad portrait of Charies ih^ Se^ 
cotid, painted by Sir Peter Lely* 

Charles made a point of Tisidskg this 
house; and, for its connexion with history, 
we transcribe part of the inscription on 
the tomb of Captain Tettersell. The poetical 
part we omit, as it has no beauties to recom- 
Aend it. 

"P. M.S. 

•'Captain Nicholas Tettersell, through 
whose prudence, valour, and loyalty, Oiatle^ 
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the Second, king of England, after he had 
escaped the sword of his merciless rebels, 
and his forces had received a fatal over- 
throw at Worcester, Sept. IS, 1651, was 
faithfully preserved and conveyed to France. 
He departed this hfe 25th day of June, 
1674." 

His wife lies buried in the same tomb, of 
whom it is recorded, "that having, by her 
importunate entreaties, wrested from him the 
secret with which he was entrusted previous 
to the king's embarkation, she exhorted him, 
with true heroism, to perform the duty he had 
undertaken with fidelity." 

In the last hues of the poetry, on their 
monument, she is thus mentioned: 

" In the same chest one jewel more you have, 
The partner of his virtue, bed, and grave." 

Their tomb-stone was erected by their 
son, who certainly did not forget to eulogize 
his parents. 

Charles next examined the antique font 
in the parish-church, said to be of Saxon 
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orifin, and placed there before the con^- 
quest* 

A very pretty house and pleasure-gromidiE^ 
within half a mile of the town, formerly bet^ 
longing to the royal establishment, and calied 
the Prince's Dairy, with the rural Tillage of 
Preston, cRonvineed him trees would grow aa 
the vicii&y of Brighton; though the con*- 
trery opinion has been generally reoeivesL 
The inhabitants appear, of late, to have 
laid aside this notion; aS| witjiin the endo- 
6iu?ee of the two n^w Steynes, towards the 
norths they have planted several trees and 
shmhsi which Ud fair to add to tibe beanty 
of the place. 

«tt is now necessary to mention Mr. Dob- 
son'a fiwnil^, and how the affair emied which 
Chji^iles had related to his mother and siater. 
A large qutatity of f^rench goods were found 
in their possession, l^htch^ of course, wene 
sei3e4i and the cpaeh aiid homes fbriettod to 
govemmentt if hich cotdd only be i^tovsd by 
Mr. Diobsoas giving security for a large fwn 
of money. This the coadbnai^ lAo^ was 
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also proprietor of the coach, obliged him 
to do before they proceeded on their jour- 
ney. A large penalty was also exacted 
from him, for having contraband goods in 
his possession. 

Of this the newspapers informed the pub- 
lic; but the family quarrels which such an 
«vent occasioned, the disgrace of the ladies, 
and the anger of Mr. Dobson, could only be 
imagined by those who were acquainted with 
them. He could no longer place any confi- 
dence in either wife or daughter; allowed 
them no superfluous money ; and, from that 
time, their annual visits to watering-places 
were given up. They were deprived of 
every recreation, except what their house 
and garden at Islington afforded, or occa- 
sional visits to their brother's shop. Every 
time things went vn'ong with Mr. Dobson^ 
he obliged them to listen to hb repeated 
aggravation of their fault. If his daughter 
attempted to conciliate, he silenced her by 
sBipngf '^ You deceived me once, but you 
never shall again." 
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Sincerely did she repent having attempted 
to gain an undue influence over him; and 
]VIjss Hamilton's counsel returned with dou- 
ble force on her mind. She could not but 
acknowledge her superiority; and often 
repeated to herself^ '' different as our fa- 
thers are, I should not have so entirely 
lost the favour of mine^ had I acted a^ 
she advised me." 
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CHAP. VIL 

Mn. Hamilton's refum to town, — Ammadvernm^ 
on Mrs. and Mka Dobsons wnduct.-^Vmi to 
i^ young lady. 

The time now drew near for Charles, to 
return to town. He had made the most of 
every hour during his stay at Brighton. 
The air and exercise he had enjoyed added 
greatly to his health and spirits ; yet he did 
not regret leaving so pleasant a scene; for 
he wished to show his father he could enjoy 
a holiday, and return to business with equal 
willingness. His mother and sister also saw 
him depart with less reluctance, as they 
hoped a few weeks more would restore them 
to domestic society, in which they could 
daily witness his good humour. 

Aunt Mary next arrived, whose visit 
passed oflFin a less bustling manner. Her 
search after antiquities, fine views, and curi- 
osities, was not so earnest as her nephew's ; 
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and she was content to walk where her 
nieces led her^ and to admire all which they 
deemed worthy of admiration. 

At the time appointed, Mr« Hamilton 
came down, and escorted the whole family 
to London. They left Brighton with feel- 
ings of gratitude towards the Supreme 
Being, for the benefit Mrs* Hamilton had 
received there; and were equally thankful 
for the happiness which awaited them at 
home. 

On thdr arrival, they were agreeably sur- 
prised to find the house painted, and newly 
furnished. Particular care had been taken 
to place in Caroline's apartments every thing 
which could add to her pleasure or conveni- 
ence, in return for the attention she had paid 
her mother during their absence. Mrs. 
Hamilton's sitting-room was also newly deco- 
rated; and their house, though in a con- 
fined part of the city, contained every ac- 
commodation they could wish for. 

Charles and all their friends, both in and 
out of the house, among whom their servants 
WjBjre included, received them with the sin- 
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cecest pleasure ; and the congtmlulations of 
thd lattet, on the amended bewkh of liieir 
beloved mistress, oame fiom the heart, and 
afforded proofs of their attachment to the 
fiunily. 

It may be useftd to observe the eootraest 
between Mtss Dobson's return from Brighton 
and that of Caroline. Can ^ny one say &at 
good or ill behavioiir' does not, sooner or 
later, meet with its reward or punisimaent? 
Though in some instances the recompencft 
may b^ longer delayed, are they not, to an 
atteotive observer, equally apparent? And 
if, for a moment, we suppose the conduct of 
each was unnoticed by their parents, still 
would Caroline hav^ hod the greatest reason 
lo rejoice in the approval of her own mind; 
while Miss Dobson, though she might exnh 
in having escaped detection, most iiaTe 
been conscioits she deserved the seviereat 
censure. 

On being settled at hoite, CureliM w- 
lurned to her former avocations^ and as her 
mother could now superintend the £usUy 
concerns, as she had done faefinre her health 
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dedined, Haitiet's educatioa vms attended 
to without any interruption. . 

Caroline waited with patience for a fa- 
vourable opportunity of seeing Miss Dobson, 
who did not call upon her; though she had 
received visits from seveial of her young 
acquaintance on her return. Among these, 
Miss Dobson's adventure and disgrace were 
siways the principal topic of conversation, 
partieidarly wkik a Miss Perry,, who seemed 
to think she could never say enougk upon 
the subject. " You have brought no Frenck 
silks with you, I hope,*' said she, laughingly, 
to Caroline; '^ or, at least, you have escaped 
the custom-house officers." 

*^ I had no reason to fear them," returned 
Caroline; *'and had I wished to purchase 
any, poor Mary Anne's fate would have pre- 
vented me. She has, I trust, lost her predi^ 
lection for French goods by this time; and^ 
for the future, will be contest to wear Eng- 
lish silks." 

*^ Oh! I assure you, it will be well if she 
can get sHrffs in future. Silks indeed! Her 
father is such a miser, (I caa call him by no 
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other liame,) that he has curtailed her qUaf' 
terly allowance. She tells me, she has but 
half the money she had before; and he 
obliges her to give him an account of every 
fiurthing she spends ! Did you ever hear of 
any thing so mean and arbitrary?'* 

''I am sorry she has brought it on her- 
self," said Caroline, with more coolness* 

'^ Brought it on herself!'* repeated Miss 
Perry. " Why she is not the only person 
who has bought French goods, and had 
them taken away from them." 

" No; but she knew her father's objection 
to her buying them, and pretended to have 
the same disHke.'* 

'^And who would not act thus," asked 
Miss Perry, "if they thought they could 
get any thing by it? There is no harm 
in deceiving a cross, stingy old man, so that 
you can but please him." 

** He is only pleased till the deceit is dis- 
covered," returned Caroline ; "and then how 
much more cross is he ?" 

" You think Mary Anne rightly punished 
then ?" asked Miss Perry. 
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^'I think it a pity she laid herself open to 
be so treated; and I cannot wonder at what 
she has met with. Even supposing she had 
not lost these silks^ she could not have worn 
them with fdeasure^ lest her father should 
have known it; and had I been in her case, 
I would have worn muslin^ or English silk, 
rather than risk his anger." 

" I see which side of the question you 
take," said her visitor : " you are for implicit 
obedience /" 

" To commands so reasonable as lus were, 
I am/' continued Caroline. 

" But surely it could be of little conse- 
quence to one so rich as Mr. Dobson?" re- 
sumed Miss Perry. 

"It is not of little consequence to the 
community at large, since every member of 
it is ob%ed to pay something towards making 
up the deficiency to the revenue." 

" Oh ! now you take an extended view of 
the subject! I cannot reason with so able a 
casuist. But I still think every one has a 
right to do the best for themselves ; and if I 

M 
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could get a nSt gown from the smugglers, 
cheaper than m the regular trade> I woidd 
ckiitr 

^ In defiance eS sill leiws to the eontraiT-?** 
said Caroline, smifing: ** then you raust not 
grumble at being called on to pay the penaky 
Sox bDealdng them, if you are diseov^red.** 

"Certainly not; but Mr. Dk>bBon dees, 
you knotw." 

" You forget," replied CaroKne: "it is not 
he who has broken them, but his daughter; 
and that in defiauiee of his law, as well as her 
country's." 

" Well, there is no reasoning with you," 
said Mis»* Perry, and changed the subject of 
conversation. 

The next morning Mrs. HamSton hired a 
carriage, to pay Mrs. Dobson a visit, and 
took Carolbie with her, without knowmg 
what had passed between her and Miss 
Perry. They found the mother and daughter 
akme, and had determined not to mention 
the unfortnnfUie subject; but Mrs. Dobsm 
quickly began it. " You hafve heaapd of our 
great loss, I dare say," said she : " I mean 
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aU the French tsilks we Jbought at BrightoB. 
Mr* Dobson has paid eo much moneyi flnd 
is so <aro6s about it^ tkBJt we have never been 
comfortabie since." 

'^ I am sorry to hear this," returned Mn» 
HanaSton ; '^ as I do sot suppose you wiH 
ever ffve him eause to be so ofiended 
again." 

** Whatj you heve helurd how he has cur- 
tailed ouar expenoes ?" ' 

'* No, I have not; hut I oondode yon 
have suffered enough from this error, to 
avoid £aXing into the same anodber time.'* 

" For nay part," cried Miss Dobsoo, "I 
shsdl hate the name of French ^Sks Sot dm 
rest of my Hfe. My fether is for ever speak-* 
ing of them, with peculiar emphmU^ when 
aay thing is talked of which leads to ex*- 
pence. But here he comes," added shet 
bearing his rap at the dooc. " Now you 
will hear enough of it.** 

After the usual salutation on entering, Mr. 
Dobson b^an« as his daughter had pre- 
dicted, and expatiated, very largely on the 
affittrj which had |;iven him so much uaeaiBi- 
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ness. ^rU'take care that my wife and 
daughter shall serve me so no more/ conti- 
nued he. '* If ever I take them to Brighton 
again, or any other place, may I forfeit ano- 
ther sum of money ! No, no, madam : Isling- 
ton is the place for them; and here they shall 
remiun, as long as I am master of them and 
the house/' 

"Well, Mr. Dobson, we do not desire 
to go anywhere else,*' said his wife: "you 
need not repeat your determination so 
often." 

Caroline observed, with pleasure, that Miss 
Dobson, who formerly had an answer always 
ready for him, now continued silent, and left 
her ijiother to reply, who, though she did 
not excel in the art of coaxing, failed not to 
silence his rebukes, because she unfeignedly 
acceded to all he said. If this was not done 
with the seeming readiness her daughter had 
adopted, she intended to comply ; while the 
latter only meant to deceive. 

After some further conversation on the 
same subject, (for Mr. Dobson could talk of 
nothing else,) Mary Anne offered to show her 
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friend tlie gaaden, and there bitterly kmcoA* 
ed the leitibtioos she ky uniler. 

" But, my dear/* returned Qiroliiiei •ftan- 
not you see that your own conduct has, in a 
great measure, occasioned them?" 

Miss Dobson was compelled to be silept, 
conscious that even her mother would not 
have thought of maldng these purchases, 
had it not been by her suggestion. " I wlui 
very fooUsb," said she, " to buy so much : it 
was not worth running such a risk." 

Caroline thought her conduct to her fa- 
ther was still more deserving of blame, but 
forbore to speak of it. She only replied, 
she was glad she saw it in that l^ght; and 
hopedtf for the future, she would not act.oon- 
trary to his wishes. 

** I cannot, if I would," returned the other^ 
with a di$mal countenance; ^^ for I am 
scarcely alktwed to put my head out of doors, 
or to speak to an old acquabitanoe ; and mOst 
account to him for every sfaillihg I lay 4Mt." 

*^ When he finds you willing to do aQ 
tbiSi and that you have no wiah to deceive 
u2 
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him/' said Caroline^ *^this strictness will wear 
ofi^ and you will again be permitted to do as 
you like." She then endeavoured to lead 
her mind firom so disagreeable a subject^ by 
asking what she had read lately. 

" Nothing new," replied Mary Anne : " my 
father has prohibited our subscribing to a 
library; and as for buying new books, we 
might as well think of going to France. Our 
library contains very few, and I have read 
them I3II I am tired." 

Caroline then offered to lend her some; 
and, the next day, sent a variety, which gave 
Miss Dobson a new employment, and re- 
moved her thoughts from what had so long 
occupied them. With the same end in 
view, she read them again, aloud, to her 
mother, and imperceptibly began to find 
pleasure and instruction in the pursuit. 

Her father did not object to her reading, 
when he found the books cost nothing; but 
of this he could not be fiilly satisfied, till he 
had seen the note Caroline had sent vrith 
them, and enquired of Mrs Hamilton if they 
were really her own. So difliciJt is it to 
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retrieve a character once lost by deceit and 
chicanery. 

" Young people," said he, *' are apt to 
assist each other to deceive their parents, 
when they wish to obtain their own way.'* 
But on being convinced Caroline was of a dif- 
ferent disposition, he promoted his daughter's 
acquaintance with her; though he forbade 
her visiting elsewhere, and particularly at 
Miss Perry's, whose animadversions on his 
conduct had often been repeated to him, 
with considerable exaggeration. 
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CHAP. vni. 

Caroline's weakness, — Mrs. Hamilton's remon^ 
strance, — A visit from Miss Dobson, — Caro- 
lines superiority, — A grandmolket^s indul- 
gence. — A ckiUTs vanity. 

The ensuing winter passed over, atid Harriet 
entered her sixth year. She improyed great- 
ly under her sister's tuition; but Caroline's 
partiality towards her, often produced dis- 
agreeable occurrences. Although she sel- 
dom allowed her pupil to commit a fault, or 
neglect her lessons, with impimity, she could 
not bear that any one else should reprove 
her. The least expression of blame, if it 
alluded to Harriet, was sufficient to make 
her uncomfortable; nor could she entirely 
subdue the jealousy which had tinctured 
her disposition from childhood. If the sister, 
whom she so much loved, appeared to prefer 
the company of others, even in their own 
family, to hers, she thought herself neg- 
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lected, and regretted her love was not re- 
turned with the ardour it deserved. 

At times^ Caroline felt this was a weak- 
ness, and endeavoured to conquer it; but 
she often failed in the attempt, or rather 
gave way to the propensity, and afterwards 
regretted having done so. Her father was 
not at home every time it showed itseli^ or 
hid mild remonstrances might have had some 
effect; and her mother was more solidtous 
to avoid calling it into action, than to reprove 
her for it when it did appear. She was ten- 
derly attached to her daughter ; had expe- 
rienced her usefulness; ayid was convinced 
she possessed sense and understanding 
enough to see the folly of such conduct. 
She therefore left her to the workings of her 
own mind, trusting, that when she saw her 
error, her endeavours to remove it would 
not be unsuccessful. 

Miss Dobson, who now became a frequent 
visitor at their house, had Ukewise observed 
Caroline's failing, and felt a secret pleasure, 
that one so perfect as she had been taught to 
think Miss Hamilton, had faults as well as 
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herself; but such were the advapiages she 
found in her friendship^ that, for some time, 
she forbore to notice it, till her long-cherish- 
ed incIina4;ion Uy obtain an undue influence 
over others, led her to attempt gaining Har- 
rietts notice by rej^ted attentions, that she 
might see the effect it would have upon her 
sister. Not that she hoped^ 4>r desired^ to 
estoange her aff^dara fir-^n CaroUne; but 
she had discovered the weak side of the 
latter, and, with a dispoi^4ion which cbb, by. 
no means be coiQwaiendedj rejoiced to bring 
it into action. 

Not so Mrs. Hamilton. If she s£Cw the 
Uttle girl at all un^i^idful of her sister, she 
would recall her attention by gende hints^ 
or contrive some trifling jservio€^ by which 
they should be engaged hi the same pursuit. 

Choline frequently observed this; and, 
with the folly attached to human nature, 
was often ready to refuse those attentions, 
and that regard, which appeared not the 
resuk of inclination, but the dictates of 
another. 

On the other hand. Miss I>obsoB, without 
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any sincere desffireto gaift HaitiH:^s aflectioi», 
would oftenr attract ber attenSon, whew she 
knew her sister wished to engage, it; and, 
whenever she heard her reproved, wouM 
justify the child, however wrongly she had 
acted. 

The mind of CaroUne was too superior to 
he hurt hy sueh behatfoup^ nor was she so 
warmly attached to Miss Dobson as to feel 
it, as she would have done, had one of her 
own family acted thus. Instead of having 
the efl^ct Miss Dobson designed, it made 
her more ashamed of her weakness, and 
more earnest to subdue it. " It is a fblly," 
thought she, ** which afl who know me can 
observe; but they shall also see, I am not 
myself bKnd to it. " Mamma," said she to 
Mrs. Hamilton, after making this determina- 
tion, " I see your motive for giving this silk 
to Harriet and me to wind: I am ashamed 
it should be thus necessary to humour my 
weakness.** 
Mrs. Hamilton smiled, but was silent 
" You think," continued Caroline, " it wilt 
keep my sister close to me, and prevent her 
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beBtowing those attentions on any one else, 
I would have exclusively shown to myself?" 

" Do you see this as a weakness T replied 
Mrs. Hamilton. 

« Indeed I do, mamma. I begin to think 
Gay was in a querulous humour, when he said, 

« Friendship, }ike love, is but a name : 
Unless to one you stint the flame*' 

He could not mean it to the exclusion of 
family affection, or the general good will and 
attention we should show to others." 

<« I think not," returned Mrs. Hamilton. 
" Yet there is one person to which each of 
us feels more warmly attached ; and that is 
the one to whom we are mostiy obliged: at 
least, this will be the case with a truly gene- 
rous and Uberal mind; such a mind as 
Harriet, I hope, possesses. To whom then, 
do you think she will be most attached ?" 

** Next to yourself, to me, mamma," answer- 
ed Caroline, with a blush of conscious useful- 
ness. 

" Nay, she is even more obliged to 
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tfou, than to me/' repCed Mrs. Hamilton; 
''since you have so largely contributed 
to her happiness, by giving her instruc- 
tion. I know she loves you dearly; yet 
I do net doubt her love for me also. Her 
father and brother share her afiection; and 
she would be ungrateful, did she not return 
the love of her grandmother and aunts, who 
are so very fond of her* Every one, who 
treats her with kindness, is for a time the 
object of her love; and we should not wish 
to isee it otherwise, at her age, when the 
heart should be open to kind and gentle im-^ 
pressions. By and by she will distinguish 
her real friends, from those who only hu- 
mour her to gratify their own inclinations. 
Have you ever considered, what would be 
Harriet's grief, if you were taken from her,, 
supposing she loved you, and you alone?" 

'' No, mamma ; but it must be very dreadful. 
This will, I hope, convince me of my foBy. 
For the future, I will never wish to engross 
her affections; but allow her to love other 
friends, and try to subdue my jealousy." 

N 
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Ftom 4ii» tim^ abe endettvotued to W 
^QB/te^ lichen wmoliced; by Harriet, semnble 
tbal, afi by nece(i$ity she nxHat be noie with 
ber tb^n witb any^one idse^ and receive 
gr|Bater.fr9(4i»;o£ her xtg^gd^ »t>w9vUL her 
|i£^ctioR: b^ siecfs avd^Bti^s '?e^^riied. Sbe 
refleeled alao^ tb«l, by eadeairoi^rbig tcr vetnusi 
bee lov« ]«i £^ undue dejgyee^ she! iKouId idti* 
«ha^Iy defeat ber pfiim wisHea;. h9 n» one 
9811 kui^ Vi^gf^td anoib^ Ifboi isi^ contfnnafiy 

Tbe next time Mis9 Dobeion paid tbem « 
viigk^ edbe n6* longer endea^oniied to- attract 
Hsinnel's ^tte^tiont b^ dwMi was exdusively 
paid ta Garobnei, whom^ k waa evident^ abe 
Uittch w^bed. tur pfease;. aaid that she hoA 
sotne end to ansiver by doing s«>. " Harre 
yMi aaenr Miaa Peny,!' said she Do hcr» 
*' sinjcft ber letunt ta toymV 
.. ^Noy.1 didBot knoiiiir she il^as eonas bome/' 
was Caroliiie*» reply. 

** Yea she is^ and I wiab mueh to see her. 
I bnixw also sbeis desieous- oi seeing: me; but 
my fatbcrbwobjacled) to my; being accpiaint^ 
ed with her." 
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*' So I understand^" said Caroline. 

"But do not you think this is very cross of 
him ? I cannot helieye it right to give up an 
old friend to please him. Do you?'' 

"Ah! Mary Anne, I thought you knew 
me too well to make that question neoefr- 
sary. You cannot suppose I have altered 
my opinion." 

Miss Dobson blushed, and Ut her £p8« 
" But what harm can her acquaintance do 
me ? She cannot lead me into expences, for 
she knows I have no money tx) «pend. I 
am determined to see her, in spite of my 
father." 

" Is there no other fault into which she 
can lead you ?" returned Caroline. " Does 
she not inflame your mind against yoiiK 
&ther, and encourage you to think yourself 
ill-treated by hun ?" 

" Who told you this ?'* asked Mary Anne^ 
colouring still more deeply. 

" Herself," answered Caroline* " I have 
heard her speak of him to you, id such a 
diarespectfiil way, ihat, had he been my 
fitther, I would not have borne it«" 
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** Four father! He does not act towards 
you, as mine does to me." 

'* Nor have I given him the cause, which 
you have given yours. Excuse my saying 
this," she added, on seeing Mary Anne un- 
usually angry, who replied^ 

'* Some people can see every one*s fault 
but their own; but surely it would have 
been more kmd of you, not to remind me of 
what I have so severely suffered for." 

"If you have," replied Caroline, **why 
risk your father's displeasiure a second 
time!" 

"He will not know I visit her, if you 
will let me go with you." 

" Not without his consent," replied Caro- 
line. 

'^Thpn you cannot refuse my coming 
to your house, when Miss P^rry calls on 
2/our 

" If she comes to meet you here, her 
visit will be to you, rather than to m^," 
answered Caroline. 

" This is your prevailing fault," said Mary 
Anne, exultingly : " you are always afraid of 
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not reedving proper attentian: you mtat 
be every thing or nothing with aD your ao- 
qttBJntance. You cannot see this." 

*' Yes I can,'* replied her friend^ rather 
nettled in her turn; ^ but you may depend 
on it, Miis Perry is not one with whom I 
should wish to be every thing. I do not 
envy you her friendship ; but wish to guard 
you against the error I hoped you had for- 
saken, that of acting contrary to your Other's 
inclination, in the expectation of his not 
knowing it. Once for all I repeat, I wiU not 
assist you in any such scheme; nor is Miss 
Perry your friend, i£ahe does.** 

*^ And who is ycmr friend," asked Mary 
Anne, *' who will tell you of your jealous 
disposition?" 

'* You are," relied Caroline, recovering 
her temper and recdlection, ** if you do it 
with a view of my amending it. Let us 
make an agreement, that, for the future, 
whenever you see this fault prevailing in 
me, (to which I allow I am too much given,) 
you shall tdl me of it in friendship, not by 
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vayofreerimkiation, or to cover your own 
erri>£B; of which I, with die swo^ candour, 
will inform you. Thus we may prove our 
firiendship, not our enmity, by recurring to 
the faults of each other." 

The superiority of Caroliue's conduct was 
too plain not to be acknowledged even by 
Mary Anne, though she could not bring 
herself to imitate it; but, on finding her ao 
positive in her determination not to assist 
her to deceive her father, she gave up the 
idea of meeting Miss Perry through her 
means, and endeavoured to attach herself 
more closely to. her new friend, who, in con^ 
sequence of her doing so, felt a greater 
pleasure in her society. 

Miss Perry made a few attempts to see 
Miss Dobson, at the houses of one or two of 
their acquwitance; but, when told she was 
allowed to visit none but Miss Hamilton, 
gave up the pursuit, as she was well aware 
what that young lady thought of her. 

After the altercation before mentioned, the 
two friends went on, for some time, very ami- 
cably. Mary Anne no longer endeavoured 
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to gain Harriet's attention^ when she found 
it ceased to give uneasiness to Caroline, who 
no longer appeared to wish to engross her 
affection. The former began to find pleasure 
in obeying her father, and no longer dreaded 
his speaking to her, lest he should mention 
something or other she wished not to hear. 
Insensibly she became interested in the pur« 
suits of her firiend, and felt more peace of 
mind, than while she was continually con* 
triving some new scheme to bring her &ther 
to her' way of thinking, or induce him to 
comply with her desires* These were now 
mor^ limited, and she found the advantage 
of having fewer wants, as they were easily 
satisfied. She became better tempered, and 
her mother more comfortable; though there 
was Uttle prospect of their being under less 
restraint. They had learned to make their 
wills subservient to Mr. Dobson's; and, in 
return, he treated them with greater confi- 
dence, and felt more pleasure in their society; 
though his love of money still prevailed over 
every other feeling. 
It is now necessary to introduce Harriet a 
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litde more to the reader's nolice. At her 
a^e, the mind begiiu to show itselfi and some 
idea of the character may be formed* 

It was scarcely possible a child so much 
the object of attention to all her family, 
should not have a higher opinion of her own 
consequence than became her ; and Harriet, 
when at her grandmother's, with whom she 
spent several hours almost every day, was 
considered as a httle oracle^ whose every 
word and action merited attention* All 
she said was registered in the memory of 
her doating friends; and to every visitor 
who came in and admired her manner and 
appearance, they could not forbear repeating 
her remarks, and expatiating on her wonder- 
ful attainments; for such appeared, to them, 
the knowledge she had acquired from the 
uidimited attention of her sister. On le- 
turoiag from one of these visits, she was 
more than usually elated. ''Oh, cister!" 
said she, ^* what do you think ? Mrs. 
Penton was at my grandmother's; and she 
has asked me to come and see her daughter^ 
who 18 of the same age a^ waifuM^^ 
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" Indeed^" replied Caroline, " and has 
she fixed on any day for the visit?" 

"No; but it must be soon, for she is 
determined to send her to school. She says, 
she does not know half so much as I do, 
and that she is quite ashamed of her ig- 
norance/' 

"And pray, how has Mrs. Penton been 
informed of. your knowledge 3" asked Caro- 
line, smiling. 

" Grandmother told her what pains you 
had taken v^ith me, and how well I learned. 
I repeated my geographical lesson to her. 
She held her hand before her face, and said, 
* Ohl my deax Mrs. Wilmot, I only wish my 
Uttle girl knew half as much."* 

"She might have wished her to have 
known a great deal more, without doin^ her 
any injury," observed Caroline. 

Harriet was too full of what had passed 
during her visit, to attend to this reproof; 
and continued her story. " Grandmother 
told har how well I could spell ; and made 
me show her the writing-book I have just 
finished. I was glad I had it with me. And 
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Mrs. Penton said, »he never knew a child of 
my age write so 'well. Her Iktle girl emoAOt 
make a single letter.'* 

^ She caimot be proud of it then/' answer- 
ed Caroline. ^' How happy I am there is 
nobody presort to hear you talk thus ! Can 
you think it right for a httle girl thus to 
sound her own praise? Nothing can be 
Riore disgusting. And even if you had all 
the perfections which your partial grand- 
motiber miagkies, and Mrs. Penton's little 
gnrl has noty your being so ready to ttSl of 
them spoik alL" 

"I did not tell Mrs. Penton, sister: it was 
grandmother ; and I only told you what they 
said." 

*^ You should have left that for some 
other person to do^ since they made yon liie 
subject of conversation. Let me again re* 
mind you, your grandmother and aunts are 
80 fimd of you, that they think you much 
more dever than you really are; and will 
lead you to think so likewise, if you are not 
cautioned against it." 

*' But may not I go to Miss Penton's?" 
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asked Harriet, still unmindful of her sister's 
advice. 

" Not till I see you more sensible of your 
fault, and less ready to pronounce your own 
panegyrick." 

"I will be inore careful, and never tell 
you wlien any body' commends me. x et, 
sister, the praise is due to you, rather than 
to me; for if you had not taught me, I 
should baTe knoim. no wove tiion Miss 
Penton.** 

Caro&we s»»kd, aaid kissed ber. ** No 
praise is due to either of us, my deafr," said 
she, " but much thankfulness to the Almigfa<ty, 
who hsB given me time and imcliviation' to in^^ 
struct y^u, and made you abte and trifling to 
learn." 
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CHAP. IX. 

Check to Harriets vanity.^'Her visit to Miss 
PetUon^^^Bustic manners.-^IU effects of putting 
children to he nursed in the country. ^^A rescued 
bird. 

A DAY or two after this, Harriet received an 
invitation to visit Miss Penton; but, much 
against the inclination of Mrs. Wihnot, and 
to Harriet's disappointment, Mrs. Hamilton 
vrould not allow her to accept it. Caroline 
had told her what had passed; and this 
excellent mother immediately ^w the dan- 
ger her child was in: her vanity i^ould be 
fed by the adulation of Mrs. Penton; and 
the high opinion she entertained of her own 
attainments would be increased, on observing 
the ignorance of her daughter, which, many 
of Mrs. Hamilton's friends had told her, was 
remarkably conspicuous. 

"Little girls," said she to Harriet, who 
was almost ready to dispute the point with 
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iher^ ^should never go where they cannot 
lesum any thing. Miss Penton is too ignorant 
to teach you; and you are much too. young 
for your acquaintance to be of any advantage 
to her." 

Harriet pouted, and, for once, thought 
her mother harsh. On going to her grand^ 
mothered, she found all there ready to take 
her part. " It was hard she might not have 
a play-mate of her own age. Misa Penton 
could teach her no ill; and children did not 
visit to be instructed, but to axnuse each 
other.'* These partial friends had never 
seen the young lady they wished to intro- 
duce; and were not aware, that, to a child 
accustomed to observe all that she saw, 
every scene was a school^ in which she 
might learn something that might tinge the 
colour of her future life. 

Evil is most consonant to the soil of 
human nature : it is, therefore, doubly need- 
fill to prevent its taking stronger root by ill 
examples, or a judgment misinformed. For 
(his reason Mrs. Hamilton wished, that when 
o 



,y Google 



146 

Harriet did make an acquaintanoej^ it shoulcl 
be with some one better informed tban her- 
self as a eheck to the vanity her grand-, 
mother's indiscreet praises had occasioned* 
Her brother had also inadvertently fed the 
flame, by frequently calling her his clever 
Htftte Harriet; till, seemg the effect it was 
likely to produce, and more inclined ta 
blame her than himselfji instead of endea- 
vouring to convince her of the fault, he wasi; 
continually laughing at her for it. 

Ridicule, as I have before said, is a daor 
gerous weapon, and requires a delicate and 
wefl-directed hand. Charles's fondness for 
mirth often led him to use it in too sharp a 
manner. He appeared to be cutting at the 
errors of a woman, rather than die follies of 
a child; and Harriet could ill bear such a 
change in his conduct. *^ What," said she 
to Caroline, ^'can be the reason brother 
Charles is so cross and unkind to me? He 
calls me conceited, and is always laughing at 
my knowing so much. D<m't let me leam 
any more, if he is angry at it." 

*' You must not imagine, my dear, that 
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ke wishes you not to learn; but he would 
Uke to see you less vain. Last night, when 
he was ta&ing to me of Spain and Portugal 
you said, * I know where that is/ and began 
repeating your lesson. It would have been 
better to have kept your knowledge to your^ 
sel^ unless you had been asked for the in«« 
formation^ which you eould not suppose we 
were ignorant of. But Mr« Stanly was 
sitting by, and you expected him to say 
what a clever UttLe girl yooa were ! Was not 
this the case?'' 

Harriet blushed, and would have answered, 
^ No/* \k$d .not she recollected, she wims rather 
disappointed be did not notice her. 

*^ Till you lose this high opinion of your* 
sel^ which is^ indeed, ridiculous in one 
whose knowledge extends no further than 
ypurs, you w31 be very disagreeable, not only 
to Charles^ but to every one. Are you afraid* 
wte shall not find out your great abilities, un- 
less you inform us of them? Indeed, mjf 
dear, you take a wrong method ; as the vanity 
you exhibit, proves them very small.'* 

. Harriet now began to comprehend a little 
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of what her sister meant, and agjun promised 
to be more cautious. In the evening, when 
Charles returned from the counting-house, 
she hastened to meet him, with her usual 
good-humour; but, instead of giving her 
his tisual salute, he turned to address his 
mother. Caroline observed this neglect. 
"Oh! brother," said she, "^on't you kiss 
Harriet? She will not be so conceited for 
the future.** 

^ I do not like Bttle girls who are always 
telling me how much they know," he re* 
plied. 

"I win never do so again, brother,** 
exclaimed Harriet, half broken-hearted. 
•* Pray, pray forgive me. If you won't love 
me, what shall I do? Oh! dear mamma, 
what shaH I do?" Her distress was un- 
affected, and he could not withstand it. 
Taking her in his arms, he repeatedly as- 
sured her of his affection, and could scarcely 
refrain from once more calling her his clever 
little Harriet. She was again the object of 
his attention; and the lesson, though sharp^ 
had been so short, that in a very few days 
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the little girl stood in need of a second; 
r€{^oo£ 

The following week^ on visiting her grand- 
miother^ she found her and one of her aunts 
preparii^ to go out; and^ certain of not be^ 
ing refused any thing she asked them, she 
begged to be of the party. They looked 
at each other, and said they had ^ great 
mind to take her. Miss Wilmot said there 
Gould be no objection; and if tl^ere was, 
it was really so foolish, it ought not to be 
attended to. H!arriet listened to these re- 
marks with some uneasiness ; for she thought 
they alluded to her mother, and could not 
bear to hear her spoken of so slightly. 

'* We are going to pay a morning visit to 
Mrs.Penton," said her grandmother. *^ Your 
mamma will not mind your going there for so 
short a time. We shall not stay half an 
hour; and Miss Penton has so many birds 
and pretty things, that I know you would 
like to see them." 

This account raised Harriet's curiosity. 
*^ I should like it very much/' said she ; '^ yet 
o » 
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I would rather have mamma's consent.** 
This avowal, though it was no other than 
every well-instructed child would make^ drew 
forth the praises of her indulgent grand- 
mother and aunt, till she was inclined to 
think herself the best little girl in the 
world* 

** We are to pass your house," said her 
aunt, ^^ and will look in and ask her. I am 
sure she can't refiise, when she knows how 
scrupulous you are." 

Accordingly, the carriage stopped at Mr. 
Hamilton's; and Harriet, with her aunt, 
alighted to make the request. Her scruples 
were repeated, with all her aunt's former 
encomiums; but Mrs. Hamilton only said, 
she had acted right. " I hope she will al- 
ways remember," continued she, " that I am 
the best judge of what is proper for her to 
to do; and now that I hope she has^ in 
some measure, seen the folly of being con- 
ceited, I will, for once, let her accompany 
yoti. By the effect this visit will have, I 
shall see whether she is yet capable of com- 
prehendingi that all things are little or great 
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by comparison. Miss Penton's ignorance 
will prove to her how much she is obliged 
to her sister that she is otherwise." 

Having obtained her mother's consent, 
her aunt would have next suggested an alter- 
ation in Harriet's dress, as it was a first 
visit; and as Miss Penton was always dressed 
so very nicely, she thought it would be best 
for Harriet to have another frock on. "By no 
means," said Mrs. Hamilton: " that she now 
wears is quite clean. It was good enough to 
come and see you in, and will do very well 
for any other visit." 

This point being settled, they returned ta 
the carriage, and proceeded to Mrs. Penton's, 
where Mrs. Wilmot and her ^w^^ little grand* 
daughter were received with affected rap- 
ture. Mrs. Penton introduced the latter ta 
her daughter, as the clever young lady she 
had mentioned to her; "and when you go 
to school," added she, " I hope you will en« 
deavour to be like her." 

" I shan't tho', I know : I'll have a better 
frock than she ha* got on/* was Miis Fen- 
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ton s polite reply, uttered in the most vulgar 
tone imaginable. 

*^Oh! Ma]*ia» you make me blush/' said 
her mother. '^ You must exeuse her^ ladies: 
she is quite a little nistk. I was to blame 
ta kt her stay so long with her nurse in the 
country, though I did it for her health's 
aakjs; and now she is returned^ there is no 
breakjng her of this rough dialect. We were 
wuised with it at first, but now it becomes 
quite disgusting. My dear Maria, I wish 
jou. would learn to speak like this young 
lady," again endeavouring to bring her and 
JSavd^ tog^then 

^' I sha'n't speak to her» I know. I want 
Bettjf to put on my foiher frock." 

<' WhAt do you mean^, Maria? You will 
muke me quite wgry with you. I insist 
upoayour being very attaitive to this young 
lad])^. and hope she will be so good as: to 
spQnd the day with you.'* 

*' I don't want her company. I'll lat/. she 
can't run so fast as I can, if I was out in 
i^urae's garden. I used' to beat Jack at 
running." 
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'* Miss Hamilton can do much better: she 
can read and write, which is more than you 
can." 

^'And what's the use of ^t, supposing 
she does : I'D lay she can't write better than 
Jack." 

'^ Jack is her nurse's son,'* said Mrs. 
Penton, *^ whom she is bringing in on all 
occasions." 

"That he ben't now; for she's hit^n 
granny." 

"Did you ever hear such language?** 
said Mrs. Pentott. "It is quite distressing. 
My dear Mrs. Wilmot, I can scarcely expect 
you will permit your grand-daughter to asso« 
ciate with her." 

The old lady began to be of the same 
opinion, and no longer wondered at Mrs. 
Hamilton's objection to their becoming ac- 
quainted with each other. "AD this will 
wear off in time/' said she : " a school wiH 
greatly improve her." 

" I wish it may," returned Mrs. Penton. 
" I am determined she shall go, as soon as I 
can rub off a little of this rust; but, at present, 
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I lea^ ahe Woiidd bot be admitted aiooiig geh« 
ted chadreo.*' 

The ladies were of the same opinion, bai 
remamed silettt; while Hamet stood in 
perfect astoniahm^ty at this strange specie 
men, of what she might have been without 
i&firtdructioni 

'* Come, Maiia,'* tontiniied Mrs. Peiitdn^ 
** be a good girl, aiid behave as well as jou 
tan. Take thb young lady to see your 
birds, and the squirrel and dormouse you 
brou^t 60m the counti^**' 

^* /fl^atiX I knoWd Caa^t ye go with her 
yourself t I waola Bet^4 

^^ But| i^y dear, I siay you itn^. Don t 
you know I will be obeyed?'* 

^' I %ifdnH then,** said Miss, and went out 
of the Eoomi shutting the door hastily after 
h«r; 

. ''Was there ever such a child !** exclaim- 
ed her mother. " Upon my word^ I never 
saw her behave so ill before: she gets worse 
modi worse. Thia good little lady blushes 
finr her. But, my dear,** continued she^ tak- 
ing Harriet's han4 ^'you shall not be disafh 
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pointed. I will show you the birds* Any 
dung that comes firom tibe country^ is a rarity 
to us townfolk/' 

Miss Wilmot aocompanied them; but the 
old lady preferred sitting in the drawing-room 
tin their return. They had no sooner enter- 
ed the room^ which was at the top pf the 
house, than their noses were offended with 
^he stench of the miserable animals confined 
there. The birds were in dirty cages, some 
without wateTi and others with wi^red 
groundsel han^ng over their heads. Their< 
appearance was truly melancholy; and the 
heart could not but adgh, at seeing the plea- 
sures of the country thus metamorphosed 
into nuisances in town. 

In the midst stood Miss PentoOi tumilig 
oyer a box of ribbons. '* My blue sash, I 
tell ye, tis A^ I wants,'* said she, ^ and he I 
will have. No, I won't, IH have this pink 
ifift. m lay she ha'n't got such a pretty 
sash belonging to her. Oh, here she be, I 
declare I Tie wi on, Betty: make haste, I 
say. 

*' Maria," exclaimed her mother, ** have 
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Bot I always told you to speak civilly to your 
maid* Miss Hamilton would not speak to 
to her servant so, I am sure," 

*' What signifies whether she wud or no; 
and what be come here for?*' was the young 
lady's answer. 

'*Oh, shame upon you! I am come to 
show Miss Hamilton your birds and your 
squirreL" 

'< You'll have a hard matter to show he» 
The squirrel's dead; and I sl^puld not care, 
if the birds wets too, for they won't sing a bit 
now/* 

"That is because they are so neglected," 
said her mother. " Miss Hamilton would 
not treat her birds so." 

**She got none, I'll lay: have she?" ad- 
dressing Miss Wihnot, rather than speak to 
one who had been so often held lip as a pat- 
tern for her. 

" No, my dear ; but if you will give her 
one of these, I will venture to say she will 
take great care of it." 

*'But I won't, tho'," replied she J "hang 
me if I dp." 
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Here her mother and Betty both laughed 
felt her earnestness; though the former affect- 
ed to be very angry, and insisted on her giv- 
ing a bird to Miss Hamilton; '^and it shall 
be this/* continued she, taking down the one 
she thought the prettiest. 

"She shan't have he, I tell you/* vocife- 
rated Miss Maria« " If she must have one, 
it shall be that/' pointing to another; "for 
I think he'll die to-morrow." 

" Oh ! let me have that,^ exclaimed Har- 
riet, who felt only compassion for the poor 
little sufferer: " I will see if I cannot save 
its life." 

\n s]^te of Miss Penton's declaration to 
the contrary, her manmia persisted in saying 
Harriet should have one bird at least; and 
if Bfra^^Hamilton would give her leave, she 
should be happy to send her more, as she 
knew such a good Uttle lady would take care 
of them. 

" And so shall I/' said Maria, " when I 
likes; and if / don't, Betty will." 

ThoughMrs. Pentcm gave her young visitor 
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her choice of the biids» and that which her 
daughter had selected for her was the least 
pretty, and the weakest of the set, Haniet 
would take no oiherj as she was aadoua to 
become its preserver. 

<< She hen\ to have the cage t04>, be sher 
enquired the young lady. ^' I shell want that 
myself; for nurse will send me another bird 
when that dies : she said she woidd.** 

*^ You shall have no more birds tSl you 
know better how to treat them,^ replied her 
mother. "Miss Hamilton is very weloome to 
the cage. Besides, how is she to fake the 
bird home without it?*' 

*< Oh! we can send it back,? said Miss 
Wihnot. 

" By no meansi^' answered Mrs. Pteton: 
^'I am ashamed that my daughtev knoiwano 
better, but hope that you wiB excnde her 
want of politeness.^' 

« rn tell you what;' contmued the Htde 
pr]y "I likes <Aii^ cage better than any; and 
she shaVt have it^ I know/' 

<* But I say she ^haO^* replied her ofitndr 
ed mother. *^ You are a naughty girl, and 
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t am terif angry with you« Take her out 
of the room, Betty; and let me see no more 
of her till she can behave as she ought." 

Miss Wihnot now began to doubt who 
was to teach her this; as the only person 
who ought to have done it^ thus turned hef 
off, when there was most aoed of mstruction* 

^^ Take hear away/' continued Mrs. Pe&< 
tMf r'^ fi)y I cannot bear that Uideous noise;" 
and Miss Maria was forcibly carried out» 
fmdaiming all tbt time, ^ She shaVt have 
the cage;" though her passion rendered her 
wordb nearly uniateUi^fofe. 

Thus ended the visit to the birds^ iml 
Harviefs aaiaaintance with Miss . I>Bntoni 
wliOi a few moniha afterwards, waif sent to ai 
coontry boarding-school. Hei parents iound 
her too unlractablei or they had not a pro* 
per metbod of managing her, a»d once fnore 
rested her to the oare of strangers, hoping 
to find her better-behaved at her return- 
All to her morals, the due re^pakifeion of her 
passions, and the improvement of her mipd^ 
theee they* never th^u^tof: their chief 
desire was to ses^ bxx took genteel, and beat 
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her sp6»k like other young ladiesi and nof 
Uke the little rustic which at first afforded 
them so much amusement. 

When Mrs. Penton returned with her 
visitors to the drawing-droom, wher^ sat Mr8« 
Wilmoty vamly endeavourmg to guess what 
the tremendous screams that had assailed 
her ears portended, Harriet bore the cage, 
dirty as it was, in her hand, and the pooif 
languid bird within it. This was a suffid^it 
explanation of the cries her grandmother 
had heard, who expressed a hope she had 
not taken it contrary to Miss Penton'a indi-* 
nation* 

^< Mrs. Penton gave it me, grandmamma,'^ 
said she, ^ and I hope I shaU save its life !" 

**Dear good little creature!" observed 
Mrs. Penton. ^^Indeed» madam, I Wotdd 
not have ^ven her such a poor shabby- 
looking thing; but she made choice of it 
herself, from motives of compassion/' 

'' Miss Penton was not willing to part with 
it, I fear," replied the old lady. 

'^ Oh! madam, she is a very naughty girL 
I beg you would not mention h^« Ton 
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tnajr see that sllie cares nothing, aibout the 
iHsel^ by the way in whicb k ha» beeft kept." 

Muur Wihnot agda o£fei«d to^ retani the 
cagfii iHbJMbB. Pofcoa wouU not heav o£ it;; 
and die v&dtMs mod* after took their leave; 
aiHani^ was iaspatient tci retum home and 
supply^ the wmts of hev Mitle charge. 

On.60fee9ing the carriage^ Ae elder ladies 
declared they had neves seen so rode a 
dbfld^ ^ Your nrather was quite right, my 
dear Haniet, in willing you not to become 
acquainted with her,'* said Mss Wihnot: 
^ she k: completely vulgar in imnd and man- 
ners* I ^m glad we have at least saved dkb 
pow little b{pd< from her clutches : and your 
manma cannot be angry, when she knows 
your motive for taking il?." 

'^I don't diink she wiH," returned Mbrriet; 
*^ai|d if it does but live, 1 wiS' do aU I can to 
make it comfortable. It shall have fresh 
water a<id a clean cage every day.'* 

The carriage stopped at Mr. Hismilton's ; 
and the moment Harriet was in the house, 
she ran to her maid, and begged her to boil 
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an egg for her sick bird, and get every thin^ 
she thought would do it good. Freshwater 
was procured, which seemed to be what it 
had not enjoyed for some time, and dean 
sand strewed over the bottom of his cage. 

« His eye is brighter already," said Hatnet, 
as she brought hhn to her mother'a sitting- 
room, where her grandmother and aunts had 
arrived before her. 

They were describing Miss Penton's be- 
haviour, and expressing their disgust at 
what they had witnessed. 

** I never will wish Harriet to go there 
again,'* said her grandmother. . ** She is 
more than ignorant: she is vulgarity itsdf.** 

" I had heard so before," replied Mrs. 
Hamilton ; " and judged that such a little 
girl could only produce aversion in any 
one who had the least knowledge of good 
breeding." 

" But, mamma," said Harriet, "you wiU 
let me keep this poor Kttle bird ? Won't you? 
You have no idea how mberable it was when 
I first saw it?" 

** It ia one out of many doomed to die/* 



,y Google 



163 

obsetv^'her aunt, ^'unless Harriet's care 
can save its life. Never was such a dirty 
place as these poor creatures are kept in : it 
is quite a grief to see them/' 

" I consider it a crime not to take proper 
care of every animal, when we have engaged 
to do so by making it our own," replied Mrs. 
Hamilton, '' and shall be much displeased if 
Harriet does not pay a proper attention to 
this. All circumstances considered^ I do 
not blame her for accepting it; though it 
was not my wish she should keep any thing 
of the sort.*' ' 

" Thank you, mamma," said Harriet. " I 
will try all I can to save its life, and make it 
happy. I shall not care if it never sings. I 
know I shall love it." 

^ Because you have rescued it from mi- 
sery," returned Mrs. Hamilton. " We gene- 
rally love those to whom we have been en- 
abled to do good, unless they prove very 
ungratefid for oiu: kindness. Your bird wiU 
not be so. It is somewhere said, 

* Brutes leave ingratitude to man.* ** 
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Harriet was going to reply* '^ It is ia 
* Cotton's Visions/ mamma}*' but recoflectr 
ing h0r sisftet's adnonitbiv sbe ehcicked hsX" 
self* and again caressild her ImA* 

After its. wants w^re afl sixg^jSfid, it was 
hupg up in the room in whkh C«roli«e and 
she usualljfr sat . It ate egg and firesb Ipod 
every day* till it wasqute sestared to heallli; 
and rewarded its kind mistress with a a(Nig« 
wMdi pleased Jw ear» abbough there was 
little music, in Ijbe spund. At length it be- 
came acquainted with the whole &mfly* and 
was a general &yourite. It wa£ked in and 
out of its cage; ate out of their hands; and 
twittered its humble notes, as if endearour- 
ing to show its thaakfiilness for the favour 
shown it 
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CHAP. X. 

Charles goes to AmsUrdqm^^His leUer frsm 
thencen 

Aboxtt this time Mr. Hamilton had an ad- 
yantageous offer for his soq» which he was 
iQcIined to accept. He had long had com-* 
mercial connexions with a respectable mer- 
chant's house in Amsterdam, who now had a 
vacancy among his clerks, and wished for a 
young EngUshman to fill it Charles^ to 
whom every thing that ,offered variety was, 
charming) w^s eager to embrace the offer^ 
till he recollected that he itiust leave behind 
him ait.those to whom he was united by the 
strong ties of natural affection ; and had not 
his father convinced him of the benefit it 
would be to himself, as well as to their trade, 
would have preferred remaining at home, 
rather than encounter the pain of parting 
firom them. When once assured of the 
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advantages to be derived firom such a plan^ 
he needed no further arguments; though 
many were necessary to reconcile Harriet to 
his departure. Her views were contracted 
to their fiimily circle^ and she could see no 
veason he should kave it 

Some weeks were spent in preparing his 
wardrobe for so long an absence. Hb sister 
and all her friends were derirous of tSBog 
his boxes with ^me token of Aieir regard, 
by which they might be kept in hb remem* 
branbe. 

<< Never fear," said he^ simMngi <' that I 
Shan forget dd England, pr any of the 
ftlends I leave beie. No, no. After a resi* 
deuce of four yeara in Amsterdam, the time 
appointed for my stay, I shall return to my 
native country with increased jdeasure, and 
doUbty convinced ot her advantaged.** He 
promised towrite ta his sister an account of 
afl he saw, and, ' tcv his fiither, evety thing 
which related to ixade and the purpose for 
which he was going. 

^^ My dear bay," said his fiither to him, 
^' always remember that you are in pursuit of 
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instractioni and not of pleasure. Though I 
wouU wish you to enjoy every innocent 
amusement offered you in the family you are 
with, or aoHmg the acquaintance you fiiay 
fomxi tet it be your chief concern to gain the 
information requisite for a ciMmmercial nuM, 
Pursue the phn you have hitherto adopted 
lit home. Let your chief resources for plea>* 
sure, as w^ as reflection, be within yout 
own power. Be the caterer of your own 
enjoyments; and see that they are smch aa 
will affi>rd you pleasure in the hour of retro^ 
spection. 

A few days were alkmed hiin to take leave 
of his numerous friends and acquaklance; 
and none could Md him fai^well without n-^ 
gxettmg that Us abaenee weuld be so kng. 
it was uiipoasible he could retain his usual 
^bieeriubiess. Thdr kindneM made ym me- 
lancholy; and even hfe gi^andmotWs atten-^ 
tive caudonsy as to the care he was to take of 
Us heM»i were received wi^ grateM ac- 
knowledgments. 

After receiving the Messdng of his mother^ 
and the parting tears of Ms sisters, who could 
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ill conceal their sorrow at being separated 
from hinii the servants were all in readiness 
to offer him their good wishes; and he cotdd 
scarcely find words to thank them for their 
kind attention. His father, who had given 
him indubitable proofi of affection, by amply 
supplying his purse, and providing for all his 
wants, accompanied him on board the vessd 
which was to take him from England ; and 
when he had spoken his last farewell, and saw 
him re-enter the boat to return to shore, 
Charles felt as he had never done before* 
He could have wished to have been entirety 
alone, where he could sit and think of all 
whom he had left; but this could not be: 
the vessel was too small to allow of retire- 
menl. The conversation of the captain and 
other passengers roused him from his reve* 
rie; and he endeavoured to anticipate future 
scenes, rather than reflect on those he had 
passed. 

Our book would be too large, were we to 
give an account of what passed during the 
passage, or the reception Charles met with 
from the Amsterdam merchant. It is suf- 
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Jicient to say» he found both pleasimter than 
he expected; and, in his first and second 
letter to his fitther, expressed himself entire* 
ly satisfied with his situation. He had been 
nearly a month there before he addressed 
his sister. 

After relating to her the first impressions 
made on his mind by the appearance of a 
country so different as Holland is firom that 
he had left, Charles thus continues : " You 
will expect me to ^ve you some account 
of the situation and family I am in. Indeed^ 
the Hollanders whom I have hitherto met 
with, are not so phlegmatic as they are gene-» 
rally represented. Mr. Van Boorst is re* 
aerved; but he is very kind, and has intro* 
duced me to two young men, who are de« 
puted to show me the wonders of this fa- 
mous place. You remember the accounts 
given of it in various authors, which we read 
together, as it was known I was to come to 
Ainsterdam; and I can only confirm what 
they say. It is built on piles of wood; is 
very i^e^t and clean; and the canals, which 
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run through the streets, with the walks un- 
der trees plalil^ on their borders, make it 
terjr pleasant; but I fbdl it is not Xiondte or 
ttiy home. Here are sodie young French- 
men, with WhoAi I am inelihed tef associate; 
and if the Dutchmen are too grave for me, 
these are full of life and spirits. But my 
time is mxich occupied in the eotmtibig- 
hous6; and rifeady I find the in^venee 
irhich, either the ah^ of the pfiEiee or the 
a^ct of iM iilhabitcmfs, haSs ov^r me. I 
aM not half so volatile as I wai^; ^ if this 
eSbct continue, I slisill t^efum M Ikiglsfi^ 
i» gtme and j^^sisrted ils Mr. Ykrt Btf^tst 
Mmselfi Bftt «M>hey shall not b^ mf Hoi. 
We h»ftf ]^e«d, *il is tt^ofi^hi^ped Ih tiSs 
country, wtiere it suppBc^ the pkce of birfli, 
wit, and Ai*rit.' This rc^Mrk is tob severe. 
J triS niol beMeV^ il of afl whom I have 
seen ; IhMgli their attentioi^ to business is 
-rery g^^etett, aM they do not approve of aa!iy 
HI thei^ e^mtsSm w%io d^ not niiftke iit tiH^ 
pri]ief!pal anii. 

•* I have already beenf to HaMi^lert^ wMch 
is ten miles from this place, and heard their 
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&mous oxgm, which you remember we read 
of. I think U musl; be» as they say, the 
finest in Europe. It has six thousapd pipes, 
some very large; and sixty-eight slops, aa^ 
of which isaa exact imitation of the human 
Yoice, and very beautafuL I do not wonder 
at the church being always crowded, though 
it is considered the htrgest in Holland* 

^^ At Haarlem are manu&ctories of silks, 
velvets, linen, threads, and tapes; and it 
elain^ the invention, of printing, as Koster 
lived here in 1480, to whpm the Dutch 
ascribe the art, though otliers say he only 
epgraved letters on wood. 

'* Haarlem Mere is a beaatiftd lake, be* 
tween Leyden^ Haarlep, lusd Amsterdam, 
which I have ako seen. I am. likewise ta 
visit Rotterdam, which is thirty mites south 
of Amsterdam. There I expect to meet 
with more of my own coonti^ymen thaii I da 
here, as that part is much frequented by 
British merchants. 

" By the bye, the inhaUtants of this place 
are not very fond of talking of the late war. 
They certainly fevdured the French at first; 
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but suffered very severely for their easy 
submission to them; and are now, I bdieve^ 
heartily glad that they are got from under 
Buonaparte's rule* 

*' It was well fortified in 1672^ when Louis 
the Fourteenth invaded it, and the fortifies* * 
tions are still in good repair. The walls 
are high, and the bridge over the river 
Amstel a very fine piece of architecture. 
The churches are handsome, and all reU-* 
gbns are tolerated here. The Exchange b 
a noble building, and the harbour large and 
spacious ; and though the bar at its entrance 
makes it difiicult of access, it is a security 
against fordgn enemies. 

*^I think now, my dear sister, I have 
confinned all we have before read of this 
place, which I much admire; and^ on the 
whole, am pleas^ with my situation. I 
hope it will make me more useful to my 
fiither on my return, and enable me to go 
through the world with greater credit and 
advantage to myself. The style of this letter 
will convince you I am grown grave since I 
have been here; but, assure yourself, not 
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dull or unhappy; and when you see me 
again, I hope you will not have to say the 
Hollanders havo sppiled me. Nothing can 
alter my affection for my dear father, mo- 
ther, and sisters; and believe me, my dear 
Caroline, your truly affectionajte brother, 

" C. Hamilton." 



In a Uttle time his sisters were reconciled 
to his absencej and two years passed away, 
ki which Harriet made great progress in her 
education. 
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CHAP. XL 

Improvement in Miss Dobson, and of her situ* 
atum.'^Death of Mrs. Wilmot.— Return cf 
Charles.'^Conclusion, 

Caroline did not neglect her old friend 
Miss Dobson, to whom she became very 
useful. She led her to see the foDy of her 
former conduct, and encouraged her endea- 
vours to alter it in future. 

Mr. Dobson became old, and unable to 
attend to business, which he was now more 
inclined to leave to his son, as he found that 
he strictly pursued the plan he, in his superior 
wisdom, had laid down for him. More of 
the old gentleman's time was spent at home; 
and he grew more attached to his daughter, 
whose improved 'disposition and behaviour 
he attributed entirely to Miss Hamilton's 
influence; and he therefore still encouraged 
their acquaintance, with all the rhetoric he 
possessed. 
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On finding his health was decaying, he 
himself proposed another visit to the sea- 
side; but Brighton was not to be the place* 
He could not forget the disgraceful circum- 
stance which had happened on the road 
from thence, or suppose that it was not yet 
fresh in the memory of all the inhabitants. 
His wife aijd daughter were too well pleased 
at the idea of getting from the neighbour- 
hood of London for a httle while, to be very 
anxious about the place they were to visit. 
He therefore fixed upon Margate, and they 
readily acceded to his proposal. 

A few letters passed between Caroline and 
Miss Oobison, in one of which the latter ex- 
pressed hersi^If greatly obKged by the addvic 
of her friend. 

"My father and mother," added she, " are 
continually attributing to your advice und 
example whatever good they see in me; arid 
I assure you I now find more pleasure in con- 
sulting their happiness, than I formerly did 
in pursuing my own. You told me that I 
should soon be satisfied to wear English 
silks. What think you ? My father is grown 
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generws! Yesterday we vidited Canterbury^ 
and he presented my mother and me each 
with a silk gown; (of English manu&cturey. 
you may be certain;) but I am more pleased 
with this gifty than if it had been doubly or 
trebly French ; as I think it is a proof that 
he is pleased with our conduct, and shall 
wear it with greater pleasure on that ac* 
count." 

In Caroline's reply she congratulated her 
on this addition to her wardrobe, but still 
more on her father's returning kindness. 
She did not accompany tbjis with an exhorta- 
tion to continue to deserve it; because she 
hoped tjhat the satis&etion l^laxy Anne al- 
ready felt, from right conduct^ would be a 
sufficient inducement to her not to i^eBn^ 
quish it. 

About this- time Mrs. Wflmot,. who was 
grown old and infirm, died, after a few days' 
iUness; and Harriet felt the first severe check 
to her happiness in the death of her grand- 
mother, who had ever been her affectionate 
and most indulgent friend. Her aunts con- 
tinued to live together in the same house* 
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They were equally attached to our heroine; 
but it was a long time before she could visit 
them without tears^ as she recollected the 
kind and smiling looks of her aged parent, 
whose happmess seemed bound up with 
her own; and whose countenance never ex« 
pressed more pleasure than when she heard 
Harriet commended, or that she had en- 
joyed what was intended to give her plea- 
sure. 

" I have experienced my grandmother's 
love and kindness from my infancy/' said 
Harriet: "can I ever cease to grieve for 
her!" 

Caroline thought that she would ; for she 
liad seen and heard enough of human nature 
to know, that '^ time is the surest assuager of 
grief;" and it is right it should be so. Were 
we always to mourn the dead, our duties to 
the living would be neglected; and Harriet 
soon found her sorrow meliorated by the 
prospect of seeing her brother, who was soon 
expected to return home, after being absent 
from it four years* 
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The whole family looked forward to this 
event with pleasure : Harriet, perhaps, with 
more anxiety than the rest She remember- 
ed when he had called her conceUed, and 
dreaded lest any part of her conduct should 
again deserve such an appellatioQ. She 
spoke of it to her sister ; and it was some 
encouragement to hear Caroline affirm, that 
she hoped she had entirely lost all claim to it 
" I trusted," said she, " that as you grew 
(^der, and found how very shallow your at- 
tainments are, in comparison with others, you 
would be convinced you had no cause for 
vanity;— that the more you knew, the more 
you would discover your ignorance of things 
still unknown to you.*' 

At the time appointed, Charles returned, 
wh09 on his first meetbg with Harriet, was 
inclined to take her for his eldest sister. He 
had left her a chSd, and found her almost 
grown to womanhood* The lapse of time 
was not 80 conspicuous in Caroline. In her 
he recognised the same kind and affectionate 
friend he had parted with four years before. 
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But in himself the change was stiB more re- 
markable. He appeared to have acquired a 
perfect knowledge of business, and with it, 
all the steadiness and attention to trad^ 
which is ascribe t6 the HaBanders, with- 
out their frigidity. His heart was still open 
to all the kind affediohs; but his spirits 
were less exuberant, and his mirth not so 
voluble. 

He was now nearly twenty-five years of 
age, and his father had the pleasure of find- 
ing him all he could wish, very capable of 
managing their extensive concerns; and 
Charles earnestly endeavoured to take the 
fatigue of business off his mind. 

When Mr. Hamilton found its cares too 
oppressive, he attended to the suggestion of 
his son, and bought a comfortable house in 
the country, to which he retired with his 
wife and daughters. Here he cultivated a 
few fields and his garden, and, in the society 
of his family, ended his days as they had be* 
gun, in peace and domestic happiness. 

The affectionate attention of their children 
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rendered their excellent parents happy^ and 
gave to themselves a lasting satisfaction. 

Charles Hamilton continued in the busi- 
ness which his father had left; and^ by his 
unremitting attention and respectable con* 
duct, the credit of their house remained un- 
diminished, and his own reputation becam^ 
thoroughly established. 
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